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Subscriptions
If you would like to join the BLV mail-

ing list or send a copy to friends or 
family, please send your details to us 

Email:benlediviewsubscriptions@
gmail.com

Annual cost  UK £15: Outside UK  £40
Please make cheques to Ben Ledi View 

Community Newspaper SCIO. 
Or you can ask to join our email list 
and we will send you out a copy by 
email each month free of charge.

Hello Readers

Firstly, I would like to inform readers 
that Hilary Gunkel has recently 

stepped down from being our 
Convenor. On behalf of the many 
people involved in the production and 
distribution of the Ben Ledi View I 
would like thank Hilary for the sterling 
work she has performed as Convenor 
during the last twelve months. Her 
wise, consistent leadership has 
ensured the magazine has been an 
asset to the residents and visitors of 
Callander throughout this time. 

I consider it to be a privilege to be 
asked to follow in Hilary’s footsteps. 
This is particularly the case because I 
think that, given its small size, 
Callander “punches above its weight” 
and its residents are justifiably proud 
to say that they live here. 

Examples of this include a festival 
that we have just enjoyed, the 
Summerfest, and one we are looking 
forward to, the Jazz and Blues Festival. 
Callander, with a population of just 
3000, hosted an event in July, the 
Summerfest, which ran for 16 
consecutive days and featured 74 
separate events. Before moving to 
Callander, I lived in an English city with 
a population of nearly a hundred times 
Callander’s and never experienced 
such a positive community event.
The Jazz and Blues Festival, due in the 
first week of October, is another cul-

  Convenor's Message
Delivered free 

                       CALLANDER COMMUNITY NEWS-
PAPER  SCIO

                        www.benlediview.co.uk

tural highlight of the year for 
Callander. It features 50 gigs across 12 
venues over three days and draws visi-
tors from all over Scotland and 
beyond. Again, there are many towns 
and cities up and down the country 
that would be envious of this.
Isn’t it great to see the Dreadnought 
Hotel being used again? This major 
Callander landmark has been shut for 
far too long. I hope the refurbishment 
continues and that it brings many 
more visitors to the town. 

Talking of buildings being reopened, 
I’d like to extend my thanks to the 
Callander Community Council, the 
Callander Community Development 
Trust and the Sir Walter Scott 
Steamship Trust for all their hard work 
in facilitating the re-opening of the 
Visitor Information Centre. Any tourist 
town worth its salt needs an 
information centre and Callander is no 
exception. And an extra dollop of 
thanks to the hard-working volunteers 
who are now helping to staff the 
centre.

I would like to take this opportunity 
to invite all our readers to contribute to 
the content of the Ben Ledi View. If 
there is anything you would like us to 
change, or add to the magazine, please 
contact me at convenor@benlediview.
org. 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge 
the tragic event of the young woman 
who lost her life at the Bracklinn Falls 
on August 1st. Our thoughts and 
sympathies go out to her family. The 
hard work and professionalism of the 
various emergency services should 
also be acknowledged. It must have 
been a tremendously stressful 
experience for many of them. I would 
like to remind all our readers, both 
visitors and locals, that although the 
Scottish countryside is a truly beautiful 
environment, it is also a potentially 
dangerous one. 

Convenor
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Tragedy at Bracklinn Falls

No doubt all our readers will join the BLV in giving our thoughts and condolences to the family of 23-year-old Eilidh 
McNab. Eilidh, from Hightae near Lockerbie, was a student at Stirling University and a keen rugby player, playing for 

both Stirling University and Stirling County teams.
It seems that Stirling Council, The National Park and Scottish Forestry say it is not their responsibility to put up a warning 
sign about the danger of the Falls, as they are on private property. Surely it’s not outside the capability of these 
organisations to get together, find the landowner and agree to have warnings put in place? The emergency services have 
been called to this area four times in the last year and some steps need to be taken to minimise the risk of us having to put 
an article like this in a future edition.

Fire In The Pavement

On 11th August, I was enjoying a lovely Sunday brunch when a friend knocked on my 
door to alert me to the black acrid smoke pouring from a manhole in the pavement 

immediately outside my dining room window. I hadn't noticed it because the strong 
wind was blowing it east along Main Street,completely obscuring the road. Realising 
that it was an electrical junction box, I called the Fire Brigade, who arrived promptly 

and for safety reasons, closed the road and the 
pavement and kept everyone at a safe distance. 
On extinguishing the fire, they re-opened the road 
and directed traffic until the SSE engineers arrived 
and arranged for portable traffic lights. 
The engineers worked through the night         
excavating the pavement and installed two joints 
to bypass the fault. In all of this, nobody lost their 
supply. The engineers and firemen are to be    
congratulated on their efficient and considerate 
work. 

Motorhomes and Campervans

National Park officers, (NPOs), have been working with the Community Council (CC) to gather evidence of motorhome 
and campervan impact on the town by conducting a survey of locations, notably the Lower Meadows car park and 

Bracklinn Falls, that have regular overnight parking. This survey is providing vital data that will support proposals to better 
manage this increasingly popular method used by people to visit the area. Both locations have seen a marked increase in 
motorhomes in the last couple of years. However, to make the case for specific measures to be introduced where 
appropriate, and to convince other organisations, such as Stirling Council, hard data is essential.
The survey is coming to a close. NPOs will then attend a CC meeting and talk to the business community about the results. 
There will be a wider discussion as to what needs to be done to better manage motorhomes in and around Callander. 
Discussions have also been had with other areas across Scotland that have similar issues to find out about their approach. 
There has been in-depth analysis of the various legislation that applies.  This is a key area, as the powers available to 
Councils and the National Park were put in place years ago, before managing motorhome use was a consideration. Often 
it is not easily applied and can undermine introducing extra provision or sensible and proportionate measures. There has 
been consultation with motorhome users to obtain their thoughts on how to address the issue.
NPOs will then meet with Stirling Council officers to put forward proposals. We will need Stirling Council to support their 
introduction and to agree how to use legislation effectively across different parts of the Council.
It is important that we get this right. The visitor economy is vital to the town and motorhome users are an increasingly
important part of it. There is no reason why appropriate, serviced and well        managed locations cannot be introduced 
while other areas currently being used, may need motorhome use either curtailed or at least minimised. 
There is a responsibility on those that use motorhomes to treat the area with 
respect. I know many do but a minority do not. Just because there is not a waste 
disposal facility to hand does not give someone the right to dump their chemical 
toilet waste into the river. In any sensible management plan, there will need to be 
meaningful enforcement, possibly including CCTV. The message must be sent out 
that while Callander welcomes visitors who respect the area, it emphatically does 
not tolerate those that abuse the hospitality on offer.  

Martin Earl, National Park Board Member.
Photo by Leigh Gendron
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& avoid waiting.

65a Main Street Callander
Tel: 01877 330223
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Citizens Advice Bureau

As noted in the last BLV issue, 
the outreach service for Stirling 

Citizens Advice now operates every 
Wednesday between 10am and 4pm at 
the Callander Library. No appointment 
is necessary. This service continues 
to be supported by the Community 
Hydro Fund and can help with a wide 
range of problems from benefits, fuel 
and debt, to health, home and legal 
issues. Home visits can also be 
organised, please contact 
Maggie Magor on 07931 334828.

Warm Home Discount

Have you applied for your 2019/20 
Warm Home Discount? If you’re 

in receipt of certain benefits, or your 
income is low, you may get this £140 
credit on your electricity bill 
automatically. However, some people 
need to apply to their energy company 
every year to continue to receive this. 
Not sure if you could get the Warm 
Home Discount? Why not pop into the 
CAB outreach service on Wednesdays 
at Callander Library, 10am-4pm, and 
we’ll check if you’re eligible (and if 
appropriate, help you to apply).  

Snow and Flood Volunteers

The Callander Resilience Group 
recently ceased to exist and 

transferred its duties back to the 
Community Council. As a first step I am 
reconvening the snow and flood 
community volunteers. This is a group 
of volunteers in Callander who are 
willing to turn out to help during snow 
and flood events. The group has no 
formal structure, it will not hold 
meetings and its terms of reference are 
to work as a group to help vulnerable 
people during severe weather 
conditions. The work will range from 
shovelling snow during the day to 
putting out sandbags in the middle of 
the night.
To start with, I would like to make a list 
of volunteers. If you are willing to help 
please send your name, phone num-
ber and email address to me at the 
email adress below. 

rcjohnson9@aol.com

Richard Johnson

Affordable Housing Boost for Callander
 

The plans for fifty affordable new homes were given 
approval by the National Park Authority this week and will be built on land 

at Claish Farm, Callander to be managed and owned by Rural Stirling Housing 
Association. This is a significant development for Callander, the National Park’s 
largest town, as it is the single biggest affordable housing scheme for a number 
of years and also represents the first phase within the Callander South area.                         
Financial support has also been identified for the wider site’s development with-
in the Stirling and Clackmannan City Region Deal.
Ellen Morton, Chair of the National Park’s Planning and Access Committee said: 
“Creating more affordable housing within the National Park is a key issue as the 
area is one of the most expensive places in Scotland to buy a home. Many local 
people, particularly younger, working age people and families, are finding it 
increasingly difficult to afford to live and work in the National Park and the need 
for more affordable housing has been identified by the community and through 
consultation on the Local Development Plan.  This is an important first step in 
delivering the strategy for Callander South.”
The houses will be built by Lovell Homes but managed and owned by Rural 
Stirling Housing Association and will include the creation of a pedestrian footway 
to link to the McLaren Leisure Centre and then on to McLaren High School and 
Callander Primary School.  A new recreational open space with a play area and 
picnic benches will also be included in the development.
The development will be a mixture of sizes of housing for social rent including 
three properties with provision for disabled access.  An access road from the A81 
will also be created and two new bus stops will be installed on the north and 
south side of the development entrance.

Blocked Sewers

You may remember that last autumn there were 
problems with sewage flooding into residents’ 

homes partly as a result of wipes and sanitary 
products blocking the drains. It is happening again! 
I know of three blockages that Scottish Water have 
had to clear.  A local plumber has dealt with a similar 
problem.  Most people would be shocked to learn 
they had caused such a problem for others.  In 
other parts of the country it has been possible to 
trace a problem back to a single household who did 
not know that what they were doing was causing 
problems. The BLV tries to be a good neighbour, so 
we asked two organisations for help.  Firstly, Scot-
tish Water to provide leaflets that can be delivered to every 
home in Callander.  And secondly, the Guides.  What could be better than young 
members of the community showing they wish to support it?  We also asked 
Councillor Martin Earl if he would be willing to support the aim.
To use business jargon, hopefully this is will be a win/win project.
• Residents win as they no longer have the sewage overflow threat.
• Scottish Water win as they do not have to clear so many drains and could 

have money to spend on other environmental work.
• The community wins as they may meet some helpful young people.
When the Guides were told about the 'yuck' problem some people were causing 
for others they were keen to help and wanted to involve other groups of young 
people in doing the good deed.  They said there were eight groups they would 
like to ask to help. The Guide leader has said that she and her team will use their 
network of contacts to organise the leaflet drop at a time which will suit 
everyone involved.  
We look forward to hearing how they get on, hopefully before the next edition of 
the magazine.

Photo by Jim Frail
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Coilhallan Wood Update

Following the progress reports in previous issues of the BLV, we can now 
confirm that after months of discussions, consultations, and fact checking, 

the application to transfer Coilhallan Wood to community ownership under the 
Community Asset Transfer Scheme was sent to Forestry and Land Scotland (FLS) 
by the end of August deadline.
All the documents were posted on the InCallander website, 
 www.incallander.co.uk/ccdt,  and the FLS link was also sent to Community 
Council members for information.
We hope you have had a chance to look at the full application on the website or 
will do so now. 
There are four documents:
• The full FLS application document dated August 2019.
• An accompanying Supplementary Information Pack (SIP) sent to them at the 

same time, giving further details of the various consultations, feedback and 
further background factual detail.

• The original (2017) application, whose reported concerns have now been 
addressed.

• Slides from the presentation given to the Community Council in May 2018 
and used in consultative meetings.

We are not expecting the results until early in 2020.  Meanwhile, the Calland-
er Community Woodland Group, representing the different sector interests of 
wildlife, access, forestry and communication (see the SIP page 2), is continuing 
its discussions while preparing the next stage, which is the Scottish Land Fund 
application. This will involve revisiting the Financial Plan in further detail.
We hope to give you a further progress report in the next BLV, and will post any 
updates as they happen on the InCallander website.

Susan Holden

Observations on a Sunday Morning Walk

It is many months since I have done the Bracklinn Falls circuit starting in town, 
and 8.30 on a Sunday morning should be a quiet time.  I walked up the path 

from Ancaster Road noticing the changes.  At least it is not tarmac, perhaps the 
zig-zags are easier, but the bends would be too tight for a wheelchair. The course 
of the stream has been changed so it is now more of a moat at the edge of the 
path.  Big pipes go under the path, so even on this wet day it was dry, but do the 
homes downstream from drains notice extra water coming their way?  It seems 
likely whoever was building the path had machines to bring equipment; such a 
pity these could not be used to take away the old pipes and railway sleepers left 
from the earlier path.  
Next the Crags car park, and it was too early for Sunday walkers but not too early 
for three vans who had obviously been there all night.  Up the road the bracken 
had obviously been cut back in strips. Is this the start of the next pathway? 
Approaching the Falls car park, the only thing to be seen was a lady wandering 
back to a large solitary van with a toilet roll flapping in one hand; no sign of a 
trowel in the other!
Walking up the next part of the road all was unchanged. The path going up to 
the forest now had several new 'beaters' propped at the entrance and at several 
other points; were the forest's owners taking the dangers of fires much more 
seriously now? 
Often walking through the wood you can exchange interesting words with 
strangers.  I met a Dutch lady who lived in Scotland; it amazed her that we are so 
politically correct that we do not sort out things that would not be tolerated in 
Holland. Talking had taken time so it was much later than expected when I got to 
the Falls, and it was busy.  This was not many weeks after the accident, and there 
was nobody scrambling around on the rocks beside the falling water; the first 
time I have ever seen this.

“Walker”

Visitor Information Centre 
Update

Here is a progress report on the Visi-
tor Information Centre, (VIC), since 

the article in the last issue. Please see 
the article in the August/September 
 issue for the story to date. 
 
The weekly 1000 visitor figure was 
reached in the week of 14th July and 
is now averaging 1200-1500.  This was 
helped by the decision to open seven 
days a week; a risk, but one that the 
company directors felt was worth 
taking if we were to provide a proper 
service. The range of UK and overseas 
visitors continues to show the wide 
attraction of Callander.  Maps, leaflets, 
books, and souvenirs for various ages 
all found willing takers, as did the 
ability to book tickets on the Loch 
Katrine steamers.
It is not just information about walks, 
places to stay or public toilets! In 
August, when there were serious 
landslides on the north side of Loch 
Katrine, it was appreciated that we 
could reassure people that the 
steamships were running as normal 
and the cycling and walking 
possibilities were largely
unaffected. 
And now? By the time you read this, 
we will have decided when to open 
through the winter. We will be using 
our experience from this year to plan 
how to provide a welcoming service 
for visitors in the future. 
Total visitor numbers are now over 
15,000 and may well have reached 
20,000 by the time you read this. As a 
result, a huge number of people have 
received information and help which 
they would not have had if the Centre 
had remained closed. Local businesses 
now have had a place to provide their 
own information directly to potential 
customers. And for those of us who 
have volunteered, there have been 
interesting conversations and insights 
into a variety of cultural and personal 
expectations.

Susan Holden
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ROAD COLLISIONS

There has been an increase lately in 
the number of minor road accidents 
whereby drivers have caused  
damage to parked/unattended vehi-
cles or passing vehicles travelling in 
the opposite direction who have then 
failed to stop at the scene or report the 
accident to police.

Drivers are reminded that no matter 
who is believed to be at fault - should 
damage to vehicles/property or injury 
be caused as a result of a vehicle being 
driven on a road, the driver has to stop 
at the scene and exchange details or 
report the matter to police without un-
due delay and within 24 hours.  Failure 
to do so is an offence.

FRAUD – COLD CALLS

There are numerous cold call scams. 
Some of the most common types are: 

1. A call is received from a fraudster 
purporting to be calling from a govern-
ment body such as HMRC advising that 
a fine must be paid immediately or 
there will be court action.

2. The fraudster promises a large PPI 
refund but first taxes or fees have to be 
paid. No PPI refund is ever received.  
ALSO WORTH BEARING IN MIND IS 
THAT THE DEADLINE FOR CLAIMING 
PPI HAS ACTUALLY NOW PASSED.

3. The fraudster advises they are 
calling from Microsoft, BT, SKY or Talk 
Talk, etc and that there are problems 
with the victim’s computer or broad-
band. The caller may know personal 
details and ask to be allowed access 
to the computer. The fraudster may 
instruct the victim to open their online 
banking or make a payment by a 
money transfer service. No reputable 
company will make contact with you 
in this way or instruct payment to be 
made in this manner.

4. The fraudster pretends to be call-
ing from the victim’s bank advising 
of suspicious activity and thereafter 
induces the victim to hang up the 
telephone and call the number on the 
back of their bank card. In these cases 
the fraudster stays on the line pretend-

ing to be a representative of the bank, 
then instructs the victim to transfer 
money into a ‘safe account’.

Your bank will never ask you to trans-
fer money into another account. If you 
receive a phone call, apparently from 
your bank, under the above circum-
stances, call into your local branch 
or phone your bank using a different 
telephone. Alternatively wait until 
you have heard a dialling tone before 
phoning your bank. 

Consider contacting your local Trading 
Standards office who will be able to 
provide advice on approved call block-
ing systems.

Fraudsters want payment in a manner 
that is difficult to trace such as money 
transfers or gift vouchers. No reputa-
ble business or government body will 
ever instruct you to pay fees or fines 
in this manner. If in doubt, request 
that the caller puts the instruction in 
writing. If a letter is received and you 
are still suspicious, call Police Scotland 
on 101.

Fraudsters change their methods 
frequently. If you are at all suspicious 
note as much information as you can 
and ask for a letter to be sent to you. If 
you receive a letter and are still suspi-
cious call Police Scotland on 101.

POLICE CONTACT NUMBER

It has come to police attention that 
a number of local residents still have 
a note of the old telephone number 
for Callander police office and have 
been trying to contact police using this 
number, without success.  For informa-
tion, this number is obsolete and has 
been for several years.

If you require to contact police for a 
non-emergency incident – the number 
is 101.

If it is an emergency – the number is 
999.

If anyone has any concerns they wish 
to raise or information regarding crim-
inal activity in the area please contact 
PC Deans or PC King at Callander 
Police Office on 101 or TrossachsTe-
ithCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk

Broadband is coming to 
Brig O’Turk 
and Invertrossachs

After years of being told by BT that 
we cannot get broadband, 

“Broadway Partners” has stepped into 
the breach and is offering fast 
broadband to those isolated, lonely, 
unconnected folks in Brig O’Turk and 
Invertrossachs. They claim they are 
“dedicated to ensuring that everybody 
gets the broadband they need.”  A 
group of local residents made contact 
with this company, a feasibility study 
was done, and we are all set to have it 
installed sometime in the near future. 
Hopefully within the next 6 months.  A 
mix of fibre and radio will fling the 
signal back and forth across the Loch.  
If you live either side of Loch Venacher 
or Loch Achray and do not have 
efficient broadband, contact me 
through the editor of the Ben Ledi 
View and I can put you in touch with 
the appropriate person who may be 
able to add you to the system.

Elaine Martay

Sustran Grants

Grants of up to £750.00 are available 
to community groups to make 

improvements across the national 
network

Love Your Network Grants are 
available to your group if you have a 
project which would make journeys 
on the National Cycle Network more 
enjoyable for everyone. Grant funding 
is available for projects which benefit 
people or wildlife across National 
Cycle Network routes in Scotland, with 
community groups able to apply for 
grants of between £100 and £750. 
Examples of costs which can be 
covered with a Love Your Network 
grant award include litter-picking 
equipment, hand tools, power tools or 
native plants.

For details visit the Sustran Website 
at www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/
projects/2019/scotland/the-love-your-
network-grant-fund-for-community-
groups-in-scotland/
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The Walk in the Park project situated in the wonderful nurturing countryside of The Loch Lomond 
and Trossachs National Park has grown from a small group of Callander walkers started 11 years 

ago to well over 100 walkers accessing a walk somewhere in the National Park every week. Open to all 
ages and abilities and led by trained walk leaders, participants can relax and enjoy a group walk 
within a friendly supportive environment.
Volunteer walk leaders have risk assessed over 80 low level walking routes from the top of the Nation-
al Park at Killin and Arrochar, to Callander, Aberfoyle, Drymen and Balloch in the south. 

Routes that run alongside rivers, streams, ponds, waterfalls and lochs, cut through woodland and skirt farmland, meander 
through country parks and journey along old railways. Paths whose routes perimeter mountains, golf courses, caravan sites, 
castles, unique buildings and historical sites.

Routes with amazing views in the countryside and paths in and around the small towns and villages where we live. 

On most walks, participants have the opportunity to investigate the beauty of the natural environment around them. Wild-
life, plants, flowers, trees and insects, even the evidence of beavers. No wonder over 100 walkers per week attend a Walk in 
the Park event somewhere in our local National Park.

“In every walk with nature, one receives far more than he seeks.” John Muir

Special thanks to the Walk in the Park trained Volunteer Walk Leaders who make this happen every week. They work as a 
team to ensure that the walks are supportive and enjoyable for everyone. 

For the October / November programme, walkers are looking forward to walks at Strathyre and Loch Venachar as well as in 
and around Callander, experiencing the outstanding rich colours of the autumn countryside on our doorstep.

Please see the BLV ‘What’s On’ page for Tuesday morning meeting times and routes in the Callander area or pick up a flier 
from the Medical Centre or Library. All walks are free. Walks are followed by optional refreshments in a local coffee shop. 
Walkers pay for their own refreshments.

Strength and Balance exercise sessions continue to be held in Callander Fire Station from 2-3pm. There are gentle             
Otago-based exercises to keep you walking with confidence. Session is free and open to all ages. 

Booking is not necessary, however, if you have any questions about joining in any of our walks or exercise sessions, please 
contact the Walk in the Park Coordinator - Cathy Scott 07852 334272 or send an email to: cathy.scott@lochlomond-tros-
sachs.org

For more information about Walk in the Park and walk schedules for all groups including Callander, Killin, Aberfoyle, Dry-
men, Balloch and Arrochar visit 

www.trustinthepark.org/walk-in-the-park  
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Callander Medical Practice

By now you will probably have 
noticed big changes to the Medical 

Centre.  
Bracklinn Practice and Leny Practice 
have merged together and are now 
called 

Callander Medical Practice.  

This means all your medical records 
have been moved to a shared data-
base.

From the 1st October, please go to 
Callander Medical Practice 

reception desk, on the right hand side 
when entering the building.  
The receptionists will not be answering 
the telephones at the desk, so you will 
have their full attention.  All the tele-
phones will be answered in the admin 
area located behind reception.  

There have been no contractual 
changes to the existing staff, and you 
may see more reception staff than 
usual.  This is due to the amount of 
work done behind the scenes at a GP 
surgery.

FLU CLINIC

It’s only a few weeks away from your annual flu jab.  
Callander Medical Practice will be holding an open day on 

Friday 8th November 2019.
Come along anytime between 8.30am – 5.30pm

Alterations to the premises to accom-
modate the changes will take place in 
the future.

You will still be able to see your own 
GP for routine appointments, but if 

you need to see a GP urgently, it may 
be someone new to you.  However, due 
to us not having the full complement of 
GP’s at present, some appointments 
may not be available.
The disease monitoring will continue 
with more choices of appointments.

If you wish to make an appointment, 
please ring 01877 331000.

If you require medication, please ring 
01877 331001.  This line is only opera-
tional between 10am – 3pm Monday to 
Friday.

Various parts of the medical record 
will not transfer when the practices 

merge.  All Bracklinn patients will be 
locked out of Patient Access.  This 
means you will not be able to order 
prescriptions or book appointments 
on line.  Please contact the new 
surgery for instructions on how to 
re-register with this service.
Callander Medical Centre will be 
closed for staff training on the follow-
ing afternoons.

Tuesday 22nd October 2019

Thursday 14th November 2019

If you require urgent medical attention 
during these times, please contact 
NHS24 on 111.

Know an older person who would appreciate a weekly home cooked meal and some company?
We've got Cooks looking for Diners in your area.

If you know an older person (55+ years) who could benefit from a home cooked meal and some com-
pany once a week then please call us on 0800 783 7770.   We are looking for people in the Callander 
area.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does the meal share work?

Our Cooks would arrange a date and time with the Diner to arrange their weekly meal share. Then they would plate up an 
extra portion of the meal they're making that night and deliver it to the Diner to share.

What happens if you don't have a Cook in the area?

We would contact you and notify you of this and add the Diner to a 
waiting list. Once a suitable Cook becomes available we'll contact them 
and arrange their first meal share.

Is there a fee for the service?

From April 2019 we changed our membership fee to £25 for the whole 
year. We would only take this fee once a Diner has been paired with a 
Cook.

Can I refer someone over the phone?

Yes. Please call 0800 783 7770 (9am - 4:30pm, Mon - Fri)
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COOK'S CORNER
by Audrey Corrieri

MAPLE PLUM CRUMBLE 
(Serves 4)

Ingredients:
8 ripe plums, halved, stones removed
4 tbsp maple syrup
50g butter, cut into pieces
50g plain flour
50g rolled oats
25g golden caster sugar
1/2 tsp ground cinnamon
25g flaked almonds

Method:
Heat oven to 200c, 180 fan, gas no. 6.  
Place plum halves, skin side down, 
in the base of a large, heatproof dish.  
Drizzle over half of the maple syrup 
and roast for 10 minutes.
Meanwhile, place the butter, flour, 
oats, sugar and cinnamon in a bowl 
and rub the butter into the mixture 
until you have enough crumbs.
Stir in the almonds, then sprinkle over 
the plums.  Drizzle the top with the 
remaining maple syrup and bake for 
15 minutes until the top is golden.

Serve 
with custard or cream.

Rocktalk – the Talk of the Town!

Where do you find the latest chat? How can you catch up on the local news?
An obvious place would be the newspaper, and the Stirling Observer just 

fits the bill for our area. But hang on, supposing you have lost your sight, or it has 
become so bad that newspapers just don’t work for you any more?

This is where Rocktalk is the answer- a talking newspaper!

It was in 1983 that a group of journalists from the Stirling Observer decided to 
read selected articles on to audio cassettes for folks who couldn’t see, and about 
20 of these were copied and distributed each week. Since then, the service has 
grown in numbers, in volunteers and transformed in technology.

Around 2005, the audio tapes were replaced by CDs and in 2016, these were 
succeeded by memory sticks. Very fast copying is now possible and well over 
100 copies have been sent out each week over the years. Each recipient is given 
a robust player which is simple to use in their own home and receives a weekly 
memory stick in a re-usable padded envelope, delivered free by the Post Office. 
These are then returnable in the same envelope, simply by turning over the 
address label. Listeners can then enjoy around 80 minutes of news and reports, 
these days read by a team of over 20 readers, working in groups of 4 on a rota 
basis. Several of this number undertake to be ‘editor’ for that week and dissect 
2 copies of the paper, choosing which items to include. This actually leads to an 
interesting selection of articles, according to the editor’s taste!

In total, there are 40 volunteers to 
keep this service running: techni-
cians, copiers, admin folks, readers 
and editors. And there is more! 
Each month a group of folks gather 
together interesting articles from 
various magazines and record about 
an hour of fun, fact and fiction, 
which goes out with each newspa-
per, so listeners don’t have to read it 
all in one week.

Callander Kirk Hall,
South Church Street,
Monday 25 Nov 2019

16:00 - 19:30

Rocktalk has come a long way in over 30 years, and has been a real blessing to 
hundreds of people in that time. It is a completely free service to its users and 

as a charity depends on the generosity of the public. Although throughout the UK there are dozens of local talking newspa-
pers, they can often be relatively unknown and under publicised. So…

SPREAD the WORD!

For more information, or if you, or anyone you know might benefit from this service, please contact us by 
e-mail:  enquiries@rocktalk.org.uk or call: 01786 816673

Marilyn and Steve Willett



Physiotherapists | Massage Therapist | Podiatrist 
EFFECTIVE TREATMENT TO GET YOU BACK ON TRACK. 

3 Station Road, Callander 
FOR APPOINTMENTS/ENQUIRIES 

 01877 339 989 (24/7 reception service)  

callander.physiotherapy@gmail.com  
www.callanderphysiotherapy.co.uk

callander
PHYSIOTHERAPY
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Guides Trip to the Tartan Gig

The Guides have had a fun start to the term with our trip to “Tartan Gig” at the SSE Hydro. We set off from Stirling train 
station and managed to avoid the anti-Brexit demo in George Square to get to Pizza Express for a very early tea, before 

hopping on the low-level train out to the exhibition centre. As we got closer, we met lots of other groups of Guides, Rangers 
and a few Brownies, all excited and wearing glitter, bunny ears, deely boppers and the like. We had eco-glitter and had 
upcycled t shirts and craft supplies to make our own deely boppers, as when we went to Big Gig in London, we were 
horrified by all the waste. The gig was opened by The Vamps, who some of us had seen at Big Gig last year. Their song “All 
Night” was a favourite for some of the girls. We enjoyed hearing Becky Hill, who was very bouncy, and got us on our feet; 
Jade Bird and Maisie Peters who were a wee bit less energetic but had lovely voices. Then the screaming really got going for 
Lewis Capaldi- the girls’ favourite. "Bruises" and "Someone you Loved" were their favourite songs. His banter was good. He 

found a bottle of water on stage belonging to Brad from The 
Vamps, and declared it smelled like Brad, took a swig, 
“tastes like Brad”. The Gig finished with a set by James 
Arthur, who several of the mum helpers would happily have 
taken home with them. We managed not to lose any of our 
group amongst the 10,000 Guides who were there from all 
over Scotland, and changed stations in Glasgow with just a 
minute to spare for our train home. The girls are now 
looking out for the next Gig but there will be plenty of other 
activities in the meantime- starting with campfire cooking 
and moving on to crafts and challenges. 
Guides are for girls aged 10-14years. We meet on a Monday 
evening and new members are welcome. Contact Sarah 
on 07805064008 scmiller@doctors.org.uk or go online to 
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/
register-your-daughter/

Harris's Belize Trip

On 28 June 2019, a team of about 20 students set out from Callander on a 17-day expedition to Belize. Situated in Central 
America but part of the Caribbean, Belize is a melting pot of cultures with some of the best protected habitats and 

ecosystems in the region. After a gruelling two days’ travelling including three flights, we arrived in Belize City. We  then 
travelled to the town of San Ignacio. This vibrant town had a distinctly Hispanic influence in the food and local market. 
From San Ignacio, we visited the Mayan ruins of Xunantunich, which towered above the barley fields on the West Bank of 
the Mopan River. Everything in the ancient city, including the huge temple pyramid, dates from between 600 and 950AD. It 
was fascinating to see how the Mayans lived. We took the public bus to Yaxche Jungle Camp where we had the opportunity 
to go cave tubing in St Herman’s Blue Hole National Park – we floated down the course of an underground cave system 
used by the ancient Mayans then onto  the Blue Hole, a spectacular jungle pool where a refreshing swim was most 
welcome. Next morning, we woke to find a tarantula next to the tent and sampled a traditional Belizean breakfast of fry 
jacks.

Our next leg was to Cockscomb Wildlife Sanctuary, the first jaguar reserve in the world. We spent four nights in this 
reserve doing various treks, some strenuous. My favourite was a steep 8km trek to a vantage point with stunning views over 
the whole jungle reserve. Just below the peak of the hill we found a small waterfall, which was great to cool off. We saw 
varied wildlife including snakes, scorpions, spiders, birds and even a water possum out on a night walk. The penultimate 
phase of the journey was our volunteering project – providing labour on a sustainable permaculture farm called Maya 
Mountain Research Farm. This was extremely remote and only accessible by an hour’s walk through the jungle followed by 
a precarious river crossing. The farm provides a habitat for wildlife and food for the local community. We spent five days 
here planting mangos, pineapples, bananas and peppers, and learning all about sustainability. We made coconut oil, a 
sustainable alternative to vegetable and olive oil, which can even be used as a biofuel. We also made cocoa from chocolate 
beans using a traditional method. 
The food we ate at Maya Mountain was almost exclusively vegetarian and all produced on the farm. There were delicious 
breakfasts of pancakes, raw honey and freshly harvested fruit; evening meals of rice, beans, chaya (tree spinach) and 
papaya salad with hot sauce. Our experiences really made us think about our diets at home and how consumerism and 
intensive farming make us less healthy and damage the environment. We learned important lessons, enjoyed hands-on 
experiences, developed new skills and, most importantly, contributed to the sustainability and natural habitat of the area. 
Our final days were spent at the Caribbean paradise of Palencia, where  we had an amazing time exploring the area, soak-
ing up the sun, chilling by the pool, lazing on the beach and trying the local speciality – lobster. The highlight of our R&R 
phase was a snorkelling trip to the tiny and uninhabited Laughing Bird Caye, which was so beautiful it could have been a 
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Getting Outdoors with CYP

Callander Youth Project has recently started a new block of weekend activities, funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund and the Robertson Trust. This latest block gives our young people the chance 

to learn survival skills through a series of bushcraft and navigation sessions, benefiting from the skills 
and experience of Jack Black (Scottish Countryside Ranger). They will then undertake a programme of 
local hill-walks, culminating in an ascent of Ben Ledi. In addition to gaining certificates in various 
outdoor skills, we hope this will give our participants a greater appreciation of the beautiful landscape 
that surrounds Callander.
Making the most of Callander’s rural setting is a focal point of our youth programme for the upcoming 
year. Thanks to funding from the Community Hydro Fund, we also intend to offer our Junior Youth Club 
participants the opportunity to achieve their first John Muir Award. The award encourages the explo-
ration, conservation and sharing of natural spaces. With our Youth Club having just started back at the 
beginning of September, we anticipate delivering the Award through a series of activities over the coming months. Junior 
Youth Club runs from 4-5.30pm on Tuesdays and is open to all P6/7 pupils. For further information about any of our proj-
ects, please contact alasdair@cyp.org.uk. 

The Callander Kirk Pilgrimage is a yearly event in which a large group of us 
from Callander Kirk and other churches in the surrounding area, choose to either walk, 
cycle or drive to the Trossachs Church, on the shores of Loch Achray. This is a chance to 
celebrate the varied beauty of the area that we live in, draw closer to God and talk to a 
wide variety of people, as we make the trek of around 20 miles in our respective mode of 
transport. 

This year we were lucky to have such a beautiful day for the Pilgrimage – the sun was 
shining and there was a light breeze in the air. Both the walkers and cyclists were in high 
spirits, anticipating what was going to be an extremely fun day. I was cycling, along with 
7 others and the group of walkers came to around 15. At lunchtime, the cyclists joined 
the walkers at the banks of Loch Venacher for a picnic lunch and we enjoyed sumptuous 
views and delicious food (Finlay Murphy’s tablet was rated 10/10 by all pilgrims). After a 
brief “Pilgrim Pause”, a meditation that focused on reflecting on the world around us, both through nature and our family and 

friends, we set off again leaving the main path and entering a bumpy forest track for the 
next hour or so.

We stopped for another break, before heading through the forest track, down a rather 
boggy section (in which the majority of the cyclists ended up wet, muddy and smelling 
of bog”) and onto the road for the last 10 minutes of our journey. Once at Trossachs 
Church, we all enjoyed a short service given by Rev Jeff McCormick, along with those 
who had travelled in the car and the regulars at Trossachs Church. This was followed 
by the chance to indulge in some delicious home baking and chat with everybody who 
had come on the Pilgrimage.  After that brief period of respite, all the cyclists headed 

home, pounding our weary muscles on the pedals. It had been a wonderful, but extremely tiring day and we were all looking 
forward to going home and resting. 

The Callander Kirk Pilgrimage is always such a brilliant event to attend – it is a chance to have fun with other like-minded 
people, grow in your faith and there is something for everyone to enjoy! After talking to this year’s pilgrims, I discovered some 
of the favourite parts of the day. For some it was the stunning views, for others it was watching the mesmerising ripples in 
the water. Some people loved the chance to be at one with nature (an example of 
this was on this journey, we saw a flock of buzzards fly right over our heads) and 
for others it was the meditations which give you a chance to focus your mind on 
nature and God and appreciate the stillness and beauty of where we live. 

Whether you are involved within church or not, we always welcome new pilgrims 
each year and we want to encourage further people to join us next year! It is a 
brilliant, fulfilling day and in the words of a short extract of a meditation we used 
that day “there is an opportunity for us all to change our usual routine. To make 
a little space in our lives to reflect on Creation’s wonders.” You also won’t want to 
miss out on the spectacular, world-famous tablet!         Bethan Jones 

scene in a novel. Just metres off the Caye is a coral reef and protected Marine National Park, listed as a world heritage site 
in 1996. After an hour-long boat trip, we snorkelled straight off the Caye seeing a wonderful array of marine life.After our 15 
days in Belize, it was time to head home. I had an amazing time with fantastic experiences and I am inspired to travel more 
and see the world. I am also thinking much more about sustainability and have decided to try vegetarianism.                    
Harris Clark



14   Snippets
The Return of the Native 

Quote “It has been observed that, if 
the Greeks asked the right 

questions, the Romans found the right 
answers.”  (from Roman Literature, by 
Michael Grant p.11)

I arrived in Callander, only a few weeks 
ago (by the time of publication, 

months ago), on the cusp of selection 
of a new Prime Minister and with signs 
of renewed political struggles for our 
country. In contrast, my modest 
transition into a new home and country 
community could not have been 
smoother.  I quickly discovered 
Callander to be a place of welcome and 
inclusiveness. Within a matter of days, I 
met my new neighbours and was 
warmly welcomed by staff from the 
local library and recreation centre.  I 
was delighted to come across ‘East End 
News’, with its myriad newspaper 
choices, and to be able to pick up my 
Sunday paper from the corner shop. A 
short time later, I discovered 
Callander’s walking and rambling 
groups, and some of the local business, 
educational and leisure organizations 
that are core to our community. I heard 
someone speak about the value of 
community participation and 
continuous learning, which can inspire 
us to become better and more 
thoughtful neighbours and citizens. 
Those teachings are already reflected in 
many aspects of daily life here, and I 
embrace this way of thinking. Such a 
‘can learn’, ‘can do’ approach has given 
me a positive picture of my new 
community.  

                                                            G.S.

Oral History Project

As part of Callander’s Landscape, 
the Callander Heritage Society is 

running an oral history project to 
capture the memories of people in 
Callander and how their lives have 
been shaped by the landscape around 
them. Monica from the Callander 
Heritage Society tells us more about 
this exciting project and how you can 
help…

The area around Callander is 
steeped in history and the people that 
live here have many unique stories to 
tell. We will mainly involve work with 
older people in Callander, whom we 
hope will be keen to share their 
experiences and reminiscences. 

Volunteers will help us record 
interviews, transcribe the content, and 
archive the results. We hope that by 
undertaking interviews, our volunteers 
will forge new friendships or 
strengthen existing connections with 
older people.

Even for people who no longer live 
here, Callander exerts a magnetic pull. 
There is huge interest in Callander’s 
history from ex-residents and people 
from abroad with family ties to the 
town. It is hoped that these new 
interviews will strengthen Callander’s 
links with its diaspora across the 
world. 

Initially we aim for 20 interviews 
with local people. Building on this, the 
Callander Heritage Society has a 
long-term ambition to establish a 
dedicated oral history hub in 
Callander, which will continue this 
work and provide a lasting legacy. 

To be a success, we need your help! 
If you or anyone you know would be 
interested in being interviewed for this 
project then please get in touch.

We’re also looking for volunteer 
interviewers, who will benefit from a 
training course in oral history 
techniques run by the University of 
Strathclyde in Callander in November 
2019.Help us to preserve the 
memories of Callander’s past for the 
generations of the future.

To get involved as an interviewer or 
interviewee, please contact Ross at 
ross.crawford@lochlomond-trossachs.
org or 07970 607583

                                  Monica Holloway

      Life Rings

Since the start of June, Stirling Council 
reports that 40 life rings have been 
stolen, worth £2,000. During  March, 
a fisherman who got into difficulties 
because of floods had to be rescued.  
With many tourists visiting Callander, 
it is important that the life rings are 
available when needed.

Please inform the police if you see 
anyone tampering with life rings.

The Wisdom of 
Youth

There is nothing like 
being on a Fly Maybe plane, 

sitting hoping to take off from 
Southampton, to build a bridge to the 
person sitting next to you.  

This young engineer in the Navy  flew 
back home regularly so he expected it 
to be late.  Then amazingly he was able 
and willing to talk.  Over the hour I 
learned that after a horrid time at a  
school he, he decided to transfer to 
another school and did so well he 
could have gone to Dartmouth and 
become an officer.  Instead he decided 
to be an ordinary Engineering Rating, 
as everyone should learn how to do 
the hands-on work before being a 
boss.  He insisted he was lucky being 
put on a small, old vessel where he had 
to learn to do everything instead of a 
modern ship and  only do one job.  
Nobody wanted to look after the 
desalination and sewage treatment 
plants so he took ownership and now 
he was training his new boss in their 
secrets.  

He felt much luckier than his friends 
who had been persuaded to go to 
university and were now wondering 
why they had gone and what would 
come next.  He would pick up courses 
he wanted to do, paid for by the Navy.  
Of course, his little old car he fixed 
himself, it didn't have impossible 
electronics.

Thoughts wandered into how 
building new houses was affecting the 
community spirit in his village. How 
people of all ages wandered around 
with earphones on, eyes glued to their 
phone, never sensing all the odd things 
going on around them. (The man in the 
seat behind was obviously into thumb 
exercise with sound effects!)   

Next plastic in the environment: 
someone had a company taking it from 
the sea. As we left the plane he showed 
me his beautiful Chilly Bottle, he never 
had to buy water in plastic bottles 
again.

Lucky me!  Hearing this message 
gives hope for the world, if there are 
young people who 'Do' rather than 
massaging information, kicking the 
can down the road, or whinging and 
moaning!   Anon
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Mists, Mellow Fruitfulness and Migration

It is the first week of September, as I 
write this, grey and wet and starting 

to feel like autumn; season of mists, 
mellow fruitfulness and migration. The 
screaming swifts have already 
departed but large groups of 
chattering swallows and house 
martins are still flying across the fields 
and feeding on insects ahead of 
leaving for warmer climes. 
Despite the associated hazards, many 
of our summer migrants spend winter 
in Africa. Swallows take about 6 weeks, 
travelling ~200 miles a day at 17-22 
mph, feeding as they go and roosting 
at night. Many do not survive but those 
that do can live up to 16 years. The tiny 
willow warbler, our most common vis-
itor and herald of spring, quietly slips 
away in autumn to fly the return 5000 
mile journey. 

Ospreys and cuckoos have become ce-
lebrity migrants since satellite tracking 
has provided very detailed information 
on their journeys. The RSPB started 
tagging the oldest two chicks from the 
Loch Garten nest in 2008, mapping 
their journey to West Africa. Individ-
uals took very different routes from 
each other, navigating on their own 
as their parents had already left. Not 
surprisingly for fish-eating birds, rivers 
and coastlines proved to be important 
navigation aids. Ten of the 12 tracked 
birds successfully made it to their West 

Africa wintering grounds, with the 
exception of one which decided on a 
shorter journey and settled in Seville, 
Spain. 

 A BTO-led project began tracking 
cuckoos in 2011 in response to a 40% 
loss over the preceding 20 years. After 
dumping their parental responsibility 
on smaller host birds, adult cuckoos 
depart the UK in June leaving the 
young to find their own way to Africa. 
Results showed two distinct autumn 
migration routes with a measurable 
increase in mortality on the western 
route. Surprisingly this occurred be-
fore the Sahara in Spain where there 
had been droughts and fires. 

For lots more impressive stories, see 
the RSPB website. The good news, 
of course is that October will herald 
the arrival from Scandinavia of flocks 
of red wings & fieldfares, geese from 
even further North, along with black-
birds & song thrushes from Scandi-
navia and starlings, chaffinches and 
robins from Eastern Europe.       

Of course, birds aren’t the only things 
to migrate; Many insects also make 
unbelievable journeys. This summer 
has seen large numbers of paint-
ed lady butterflies throughout the 
UK, now officially recognised as an 
invasion which occurs approximately 
every 10 years. Despite their delicate 

appearance, these butterflies can cov-
er up to 100 miles a day during their 
annual migration between Africa and 
the UK, often flying at high altitudes 
and tracked by radar. They begin to 
move north as temperatures become 

too high. Along the way they mate and 
reproduce but most adult butterflies 
do not live more than a month so it 
is their ‘children’ and ‘grandchildren’ 
that arrive here in summer. They 
continue to reproduce but do not 
over-winter in northern Europe so 
either die or migrate back to Africa. A 
similar migration takes place between 
Mexico and N America and Canada, 
potentially over 9000 miles.

Errata: my apologies for a few errors 
in the last article. It has been point-
ed out that there were originally 5 
cygnets rather than 4. Also the picture 
was not a peppered moth but a 
mottled beauty which is actually what 
hatched – right picture, wrong name!

Lesley Hawkins  

Paul looked happy as the rain hit the 
car windscreen.  'We can make 

£2,400  on the right wet day!'
Callander Community Hydro scheme 
started operation on 1st April 2015 but 
this has been anything but an April 
Fool's operation.  It feeds power into 
the national grid and in the first year  
earned £400,000, though in the  sec-
ond year only around half of that, due 
to disappointingly dry weather!

Overall the scheme is doing well and 
generates 2/3 of all the community- 
generated hydro electricity in Scot-
land and is likely to repay its loan 5 
years  early. Also  the Callander Hydro 
contributes to various activities in the 
town.

Why is it so successful?   A lot of rain 
helps.  The drop between the dam 

and the generating turbine does not 
need to be huge if there is high flow 
of water.  The Stank burn is not even 
the size of the Leny, but the dam and 
the turbine house were sited so the 
pipe between them has a 145M drop.  
Almost a waterfall hitting the turbine. 
The land feeding the burn is largely 
peat so water seeps through it very 
slowly and goes into the burn in a 
controlled way .  There is also a team 
of very competent volunteers who 
ensure, for example, that filters at the 
dam are kept clear.

We should be grateful for the clever 
team that put together the technical 
and financial aspects of the scheme.  
As most people must be aware, they 
will also have had to win political and 
bureaucratic battles to make our con-
tribution to reducing climate change 
actually happen.

This summer, ash die-back disease 
really seemed to take a hold on  
some old Callander favourites.

Hydro Update - 'Grilling Paul Prescott' Ash die-back 

Painted Lady photo Lesley Hawkins

photos C McGowan
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Plastic Free Callander

It is currently estimated that up to 12.7 
million tonnes of plastic end up in the 

world’s oceans every year, with rivers 
acting as pathways for around 4 
million tonnes of this total. 

The River Teith is a ‘Special Area 
of Conservation’, boasting a highly 
productive salmon and brown trout 
fishery. Additionally, Callander is a 
gateway to the National Park which 
attracts millions of visitors every year, 
because of its world-renowned natural 
beauty and outdoor recreation .

We now have an opportunity to trans-
form Callander into the ‘Plastic-free 
“Outdoor Capital” of the Loch Lomond 
and Trossachs National Park’. The pro-
posal is in its infancy but will work with 
all stakeholders of the river. Successful 
‘Plastic-free’ projects have taken place 
at Ullapool, Charlestown, Limekilns, 
Pattiesmuir and on Arran. 

If anyone would like to get involved in 
the project, please contact myself via 
paul.fraser84@gmail.com or contact 
the Callander Community Council via 
Callandercc556@gmail.com

Paul Fraser

Researching litter at the Bracklinn Falls Car Park

Have you ever wondered how to 
stop people dropping  litter at the 

Bracklinn Falls? This summer Daniel 
Mario Maraffi thought it would make  
good research material for his MSC at 
Stirling University.  In partnership with 
the National Park’s Litter Prevention 
Manager, Nik Turner, a group of willing 
Callander volunteers agreed to litter 
pick the Bracklinn Falls car park for 
him during May and June. The Car Park  
was one of three sites chosen by Nik 
for the study. The others were Firkin 
Point and Inveruglas.
Daniel wanted to explore whether or 
not a behavioural approach to litter 
management could be an effective way 
to reduce littering, given the research 
that suggests that the use of fines 
and punishments doesn’t appear to 
work.  He wanted to see whether the 
successful campaign run in Texas could 
work in Scotland. The "Don't Mess with 
Texas" Campaign reduced roadside 
littering by 72% in the first six years. It 
drew on a strong set of social values 

that littering was not supported by 
most people together with a pride 
in being Texan . Daniel wanted to 
explore whether or not a similar ap-
proach could work in Scotland, given 
the strong pride Scottish 
people have in their country.

He put up 3 different posters 
which were rotated around 
the 3 sites every three 
weeks, and monitored the 
litter collected. Poster 1 was 
a straightforward poster 
used by Keep Scotland 
Beautiful. Poster 2 added 
a message from a YouGov 
survey (conducted for KeepScotland-
Beautiful in 2018) that “91% of people 
think roadside litter creates a negative 
impression of our country”. Poster 3 
also added the Scottish National flag 
to invoke a sense of Scottish pride. 
The results did show a reduction in 
litter across all the sites whilst the 
posters were in place and particularly 
the poster 3 variant with the Scottish 
flag, although Daniel wasn’t  able to 

say it was statistically significant. Of 
course this was a very small study with 
the volumes of litter very small in just 
the car park area of the Bracklinn Falls. 
As volunteers, I think we proved yet 

again what great community 
commitment we have in 
Callander. And, after Nik’s 
expert tutorial at the start of 
the exercise, we are certain-
ly on another level in terms 
of our capability to pick up 
and categorise even the 
tiniest pieces of litter…The 
National Park, meanwhile, 
are going to use the findings 
of this study to help shape 

their Litter Strategy, which is due to be 
launched by the end of March. They’re 
running a Litter and Waste Summit at 
the start of 2020 inviting everyone's  
comments and thoughts on litter.And 
the good news is that the posters are 
staying put in the three car parks  for 
the time being– with the Bracklinn 
Falls getting the top variant with the 
Scottish flag. Bravo to all the Callander 
volunteers!

photo C McGowan
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Beauty in plastic.

Beauty in plastic (recycled of course,) or perhaps beauty around plastic. These compost bins were made 
with recycled material as was my picnic table which had once been the plastic wrapping from silage or 

hay bales. Mind you, the prices certainly weren't recycled because like a lot of "green" things they cost a 
fair bit more. Beauty can however be seen in one of the bins where a palace has been constructed by ants. 
When the birches around me dumped their dead flowers in Spring I "hoovered" them up with a leaf 

blower, ( OK not very green ), and I put the emptyings into the bins. The ants took 
advantage of this well shredded duvet stuffing and built their palace with 
hundreds of tiny galleries in it. When the weather got warm they brought their 
larvae to the outer surface to "sunbathe" carrying them back inside the tunnels 
when it got cooler.

Talking of palaces, it is great to see the residents finally got into their flats in 
Station Road, although the colour of the front fascia is still the subject of some 
healthy debate. But what of the flats in Pearl Street? Still not occupied as I write, 
seeming to take months longer to complete. "Ah", some might say, "the Council   
are building them, they always take longer than a contractor would." That was 
certainly the case in the Mollands this year when a contractor renewed all of the 
gas mains in a matter of weeks whilst the Council who started before them was  
still replacing lampposts weeks after and judging by the multi-coloured 
hieroglyphics recently sprayed around some of the bad patching in the tarmac ,  
still not complete and this writing is now starting to fade so it may never get     
done. Why this apparent difference in work rates? I know the jobs were different    
in this case but building a block of flats surely is not. Perhaps those in charge at   
the Council should spend less time having meetings about when to hold the next 
meeting and come out and observe the proceedings. They can even have a look    
at how my ants do it, should they so wish.
An observation by                                                                                         Homo Vulgaris
More on Plastic

Today I looked in my dustbin – the one reserved for plastic.  I don’t use bottled water and I try to cut down on plastic use 
but nevertheless plastic glistened and tumbled in my dustbin. Halfway up the depth. My week’s history resides down 

there. A plastic tray for those mushrooms I cooked in a stew.  Another for the strawberries I devoured with cream when my 
friend came to stay. A yoghurt pot or two.  Have I bored you enough? I’ve bored me and I DON'T WANT PLASTIC IN MY 
DUSTBIN. How does one avoid it?  Our MP wants to stop plastic.  We are agreed on that anyway.  But I haven’t seen much 
movement from the supermarkets yet.  And, talking about our supermarkets here in lovely Callander, have you noticed the 
double yellow lines outside Tesco?  It’s a small carpark in there, and often full.  I like parking on the road outside Tesco.  And 
now I can’t. At least walking along the road to Tesco I get to see all the plastic chucked out on the road.  Sometimes it looks 
as though someone has cleaned out their car and left the debris for someone else to pick up. They say that plastic is so 
ubiquitous that we even breathe it in.  I DON’T WANT TO BREATHE PLASTIC and I don’t want plastic on the road and I don’t 
want it in my dustbin.  I just don’t want plastic. I remember a time when plastic wasn’t.  How did we manage?
                                                                                                                                                                                             
Another point of view -  The appearance of the double yellow lines in Leny Road certainly appears to have improved the
flow of traffic through the town at busy periods.       

And Another Thing

Are you tired of those speed bumps on the road at Bridgend? Those things that slow you down (quite rightly - there is a 
primary school there). Unfortunately they are screwed to the ground and the screws come loose. I suspect there is a 

screw loose among the bureaucrats who organised this and ignored residents' complaints about damage to houses nearby 
from lorries bumping over them, and from car owners whose suspension gets damaged no matter how slowly you traverse 
this mini-Alps obstacle course.  Speed lights and warnings of schools in the vicinity might be a more sensible approach.
Might save our tyres too            Disgruntled, Callander

Even More Fun With Europe.

I was charged by the angels in human form that care for me with the task of encouraging reader engagement with this rag 
(surely you mean stylish and informative magazine?- ed). I have recently been informed that my idea for an informal music 

competition on the capital cities of Europe had stirred little interest so far and that my rations will be cut if there is no 
improvement.
I was also informed that the idea was both too boring and too difficult to do. As a last resort I have suggested that the com-
petition remain open for the next edition. I have also produced a list of my own to demonstrate the possibilities. Depending 
on your point of view it would be interesting to see some other ideas. See next page for results - 
                                                                                                                                                                           The Old Grey Whistle Protester
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                                     We can still have Fun with Europe 
                                 The Old Grey Whistle Protester's quiz - results - winner is Philip Reece-Heal

Old Grey Whistle Protester Philip Reece-Heal
Capital Song Artist Song Artist Comments

Amsterdam Port of Amsterdam    David Bowie Amsterdam Imagine Dragons

Athens Athens City Nights Locomondo Victoria Vasilis Papakon-
stantinou

Berlin The Passenger                             Iggy Pop First we take Manhat-
tan 

Leonard Cohen And then Berlin

Bratislava Bratislava                                    Beirut Girl VII                               St Etienne Mentions 
Bratislava.

Brussels Just Like Belgium Elton John Brussels              Johan Verminnen

Bucharest Bucharest 
          

Omer Adam Noapte bună, 
București           

Ombladon

Budapest Budapest                George Ezra Budapest             Jethro Tull

Copenhagen Copenhagen            Lucinda Williams Copenhagen         Lucinda Williams

Dublin The Rocky Road to 
Dublin        

Dubliners Summer in Dublin            Bagatelle

Helsinki Haloo Helsinki                  Haloo Helsinki Helsinki                                        Mellor

Lisbon Maria Lisboa                                 Mariza Lisboa                       Melody Gardot

Lubljana Lubljana                                Lescop Lubljana Tango       Gilles Tanayre Its a tango

Luxembourg Luxembourg                     Elvis Costello Le Jardin du Luxem-
bourg                                                      

Joe Dassin

Madrid Madrid Los Rancheros En las calles de Ma-
drid  

 Rosana

Nicosia Nicosia Craig Green Nicosia                       Chris Bathgate

Paris Sous le Ciel de 
Paris           

Edith Piaf Paris Bells            Marianne Faithful

Prague Prague Bar Chillin       Chilli Jazz-Lounge See you in Prague    Graham Nash

Riga Daja Rigas                         Astro'n'out Dziesmiņa Rīgai   Raimonds Pauls

Rome Arriverderci 
Roma  

Dean Martin Roma nun fa la stupi-
da stasera                            

Andrea Bocelli

Sofia Sofia Alvaro Soler Ot Sofia do Bansko Tedi Aleksandrova football anthem

Stockholm Scandinavian 
Skies            

Billy Joel Summer inStock-
holm

Eccis

Talinn Estonian Lullaby          Arvo Part & Talinn 
Orchestra

Flying the Flag (for 
you)    

Scooch Mentions many 
cities

Valetta Forza Valletta City         Valletta Football 
Fans

Opposite of Adults     Chiddy Bang US rap band 
mentions word-
Valetta.

Vienna Vienna                                                Ultravox Vienna                                    Ultravox

Vilnius Scotland's Story              The Proclaimers Suburbs of Vilnius  The Sensitives

Warsaw Polka Rifka    Warsaw Village 
Band

Stacja Warszawa              Lady Pank

Zagreb To Je Zagreb Marija Adler Bačkizagre stuhpa 
šeja

 Hladno pivo



Kirk Hall 
• Box FIT 7.00pm-8.00pm McLaren 

Leisure 
• Hatha Yoga 7.30-9.00pm McLaren 

Leisure 
• Badminton Club 7.30pm McLaren 

Leisure 
• Taekwondo 7.00-9,00pm McLaren 

Leisure
Wednesdays: 
• Aqua Therapy 9.00am McLaren 

Leisure 
• Callander Kids 9.30am Kirk Hall
• Trossachs Tiny Tots 9.30-11.30am 

McLaren Leisure 
• Citizens Advice Bureau 

10.00am-4.00pm Callander Library
• Teapot Cafe 10.30am Kirk Hall Library
• ESOL classes (beginners) 3.00pm 

Burgh Chambers 
• Bridge Club 6.50pm Old Bank
• Song Squad 7.15-9.lSpm Fire Station
• Body Blitz 7.00-8.00pm McLaren 

Leisure
Thursdays:  
• Active Life 10.00-11.00am McLaren 

Leisure 
• Hatha Yoga 11.15-12.45pm McLaren 

Leisure Centre
• Step FIT 7.00-8.00pm McLaren Leisure
• Golf Coaching Sessions for Juniors 

6.00-7.30pm Golf Club 
• Scottish Country Dancing 7.00pm 

Masonic Hall
• Texas Hold 'Em Poker 7.30pm 

Waverley Hotel
• Kwik Cricket and Hardball 5.30-

7.00pm McLaren Rugby pitch
• Callander Brass practice Training band 

6.30pm, main band 7.30pm Primary 
School

• Hatha Yoga  7.45-9.15pm McLaren 
Leisure Centre

• Fridays:   
• Craigard Club 10.30am to 1.00pm Kirk 

Hall
• Spike Island: Pool Inflatable Fun 7.30-

8.30pm (8 yrs+), 8.30- 9.30pm (High 
School up to l5yrs) McLaren Leisure

 Saturdays :  
• Kiddy Kicks (2-5yrs) 9.30-10.30am 

McLaren Leisure 
• Taekwondo (children) 12noon-2.00pm 

McLaren Leisure Trossachs
• Tigers Training 9.15-10.00am McLaren 

Leisure
• Sundays :     
• Rugbytots 9.00am-12 noon McLaren 

What's on in October and November
Leisure

• Sundays@Six Stirling Baptists in 
Callander 6.00pm St Andrew's Church 
Hall

October
Friday 4th
• Jazz Festival starts 
Saturday 5th
• Ramblers Hill: The Brack (787m) 

8.30am Contact 01877382682
• Jazz Cruise on SS Sir Walter Scott 

Loch Katrine
Sunday 6th
• Spiritual Jazz service 11.15 am 

Callander Kirk
• Woodland Trust Free guided hill 

walk 10.00 to 4.00pm Glen Finglas
• Blues Cruise on SS Sir Walter Scott 

pm Loch Katrine
Tuesday 8th
• Walk in the Park NCN7 to Keltie 

Bridge meet 10.20am Medical 
Centre

• SWT talk by Sam Collin 'SWT Living 
Seas Project' 7.30pm Kirk Hall 
Library

Wednesday 9th
• Landscape Partnership 

Conservation Volunteer Day 
10.00am -3.00pm

Thursday 10th
• Thursday Club meets 2.00pm Kirk 

Hall Library
Saturday 12th
• Ramblers LDP:FCP (6) Crail to Elie 

(11 miles) 8.30am Contact 01877 
330032

Sunday 13th
• Callander Film Society 'First Man' 

7.00pm for 7.30pm Callander Hostel
Monday 14th
• Community Council meets 7.30pm 

Callander Hostel
Tuesday 15th
• Walk in the Park NCN7 at Strathyre 

(car share) meet 10.20am Ancaster 
Square 

• Arthritis Club Alicia Hayes talk 'An 
Opera Singer' 7.30pm Kirk Hall 

Wednesday 16th
• Ramblers Stroll: Falkirk's Southern 

Hills (5 miles) 9.30am Contact 01786 
825682 

• Heritage Society talk Robin 
Galbraith from Calzeat Mills 7.00pm 
for 7.30pm Masonic Hall

Thursday 17th
• Landscape Partnership Family 

Bushcraft 11.00am-2.00pm Book via 

REGULAR MEETINGS 
Mondays: 

• Active Life class 9.30am McLaren 
Leisure Centre

• Hatha Yoga 9.15-10.30am McLaren 
Leisure Centre

• Weekly drop in WORK 
I.T.10.00-11.00am Callander Library

• Chair Yoga 11.15am -12.15pm 
McLaren Leisure Centre

• Gentle Yoga 3.00-4.00pm McLaren 
Leisure Centre

• Scrabble 2.00pm Waverley Hotel (1st 
and 3rd Monday)

• Climbing Club (children) 4.00pm and 
5.00pm McLaren Leisure 

• Soccer School (5-7 yrs) 5.00pm, (8-11 
yrs) 6 pm McLaren Leisure 

• Highland Dancing 4.00pm Kirk Hall 
(not 14th and 21st October) 

• Golf Coaching Sessions for Juniors 
6.00-7.30pm Golf Course 

• Cubs 6.15 pm Primary School
• HIT Circuits 7.00-7.45pm McLaren 

Leisure 
• Cycle Fit 7.00pm and 8.00pm McLaren 

Leisure
• Callander Bowling Club Open Night 

7.00pm(contact Donald on 
07513488453)

• Guides 7.00pm St Andrew's Church 
Hall 

• Zumba fitness class 7.00pm Kirk Hall
• Callander Pipe Band practice/

teaching 7.00pm Masonic Hall 
• Hatha Yoga 7.00-8.30pm McLaren 

Leisure Centre
• CAOS rehearsals 7.30pm McLaren 

High School
Tuesdays:  
• Music Bugs (pre-school) 10.00 and 

11.00am McLaren Leisure 
• Weekly drop-in I.T. and ME 2.00-

4.00pm Callander Library 
• Craigard Club 10.30am to 1.00pm Kirk 

Hall
• Walk in the Park 10.20 am (see 

schedule by date below)
• Callander Cycle Meander meet 

10.00am Ancaster Square (contact 
01877 339074)

• Strength and Balance exercise 
sessions 2.00pm Fire Station

• Callander and W. Perthshire Rotary 
Club meet 6.00pm for 6.30pm Old 
Rectory, Leny Road. Visitors always 
welcome

• Army Cadet Force training 7.00pm 



What's on in October and November (contd.)

Julie.wilson@lochlomond-trossachs.
org

• Guild Playlist for Life meets 2.00pm 
Kirk Hall

Friday 18th
• German-speaking group meets 

7.00pm 3 Grant Court, Bridgend
Saturday 19th
• Ramblers Hill/Ramble: Colsnaur & 

Menstrie Glen (553m, 8 miles) 
9.30am Contact  01786 825877

• Callander Thistle Race Night 7.00pm 
Waverley Hotel

Tuesday 22nd
• Walk in the Park Bridgend and 

Meadows meet 10.20am Ancaster 
Square 

• Arthritis Club Quiz Night 7.30pm Kirk 
Hall

Saturday 26th
• Community Litter Pick 10.00-

12.00am Ancaster Square
Thursday 24th
• Thursday Club meets 2.00pm Kirk 

Hall Library
Sunday 27th
• Callander Target Sports Club Clay 

Pigeon Shoot 10.00am Callander 
Contact Bob Farquhar 07721 744229 
to confirm and book.

• Callander Film Society 'Leave No 
Trace' 7.00pm for 7.30pm Callander 
Hostel

• Bowling Club AGM 2.00pm 
Clubhouse

Tuesday 29th
• Walk in the Park NCN7 towards Leny 

Falls (car share) meet 10.20am 
Ancaster Square

Wednesday 30th
• Ramblers Stroll: Bo' ness to 

Blackness (5 miles) 9.30am Contact 
01786 850209

November
Tuesday 5th
• Walk in the Park Moss Wood (car 

share) meet 10.20am Ancaster 
Square

Wednesday 6th
• Ramblers Stroll: River Teith stroll (4 

miles) 9.30am Contact 01786 841240
Thursday 7th
• Thursday Club meets 2.00pm Kirk 

Hall Library
• Concert Callander Brass with Forth 

Valley Doctors' Choir 7.30pm 
Callander Kirk

Friday 8th
• Flu Clinic 8.30am - 5.30pm Callander 

and Lunch from 10.30am Kirk Hall
Sunday 24th
• Callander Target Sports Club Clay 

Pigeon Shoot 10.00am Callander 
Contact Bob Farquhar 07721 744229 
to confirm and book.

• Callander Film Society ' Dogman' 
(foreign language with subtitles) 
7.00pm for 7.30pm Callander Hostel

Monday 25th
• Blood Donating Session 4.00 

pm-7.30pm Kirk Hall
Tuesday 26th
• Walk in the Park Tulipan and 

Meadows meet 10.20am Ancaster 
Square

Thursday 28th
• Guild meets 2.00pm Kirk Hall
Friday 29th
• CAOS Concert with Callander Kirk 

Junior Choir, Callander Chorale & 
Callander Brass 7.30pm McLaren 
High School (Tickets £8 and £4 from 
Post Office or at door) 

Saturday 30th 
• Winterfest
• Callander Kirk Coffee Morning 

10.30am - 12.30pm Kirk Hall
• Rotary Festive Fun 1.00-3.00pm 

Ancaster Square
• Santa's Parade and switch on of 

Christmas Tree lights from 3.30pm 
Ancaster Square 

• Film 'Aladdin' from 4.30pm Callander 
Hostel

• Concert Singers, Ringers and 
Stringers 8.00pm Callander Kirk 
(Tickets £5 at door)

December
Sunday 1st
• Youth Carol service 6.00pm 

Callander Kirk
Friday 6th
• Ben Ledi View published
• Saturday 7th
• Callander Brass, Carols and Coffee 

10.00am Kirk Hall

Medical Centre
• Ben Ledi View copy deadline
Saturday 9th
• St Andrew' s Church Christmas Fayre 

10.00am to 1.30pm Kirk Hall
Sunday 10th
• Callander Film Society 'Can You Ever 

Forgive Me?' 7.00pm for 7.30pm 
Callander Hostel

Monday 11th
• Community Council meets 7.30pm 

Callander Hostel
Tuesday 12th
• Walk in the Park Loch Venachar (car 

share) meet 10.20 am Ancaster 
Square 

• SWT talk Dave Anderson' South of 
Scotland Eagle Project' 7.30pm Kirk 
Hall Library

Wednesday 13th
• Ramblers Ramble: Gartmom Wood & 

Dam (6 miles) 9.30am Contact 01786 
823086 

• Heritage Society Dr Ross Crawford 
talk on 'The Age of Forays' 7.00pm 
for 7.30pm Masonic Hall

Thursday 14th
• Guild meets 2.00 pm Kirk Hall
Friday 15th
• German-speaking group meets 

7.00pm 3 Grant Court, Bridgend
Tuesday 19th
• Walk in the Park NCN7 toward 

Kilmahog meet 10.20am Ancaster 
Square 

• Arthritis Club NHS Dietician talk ' 
Health and Wellbeing' 7.30pm Kirk 
Hall

 Wednesday 20th
• Ramblers Stroll: All around Doune 

(4.5 miles) 9.30am Contact 01786 
850209

Thursday 21st
• Thursday Club meets 2.00pm Kirk 

Hall Library
Saturday 23rd
• Rotary Club Christmas Crafts, Coffee 
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Main Street the 50s and 60s (continued)
The fire in the tea room and the death tore the heart out of those running the bakery and shop.  Frank and Hamish 
both became ill and the business closed. The bakery was converted to 2 homes, and the shop became a pet shop 
run by Tom Deas then a gift shop run by Jimmy and Mabel Barrie, followed by Robert Lewis and now as craft shop. 

The burnt out shell of Atholl tearoom lay derelict for several years before being rebuilt as Gambles amusement arcade, with 
a self contained flat above. Later as an upmarket card shop, then as the hub for ill fated Trossachs Mobility and finally as a 
base for Clanranald society it currently seems to be undergoing another renaissance.

Victor Campbell's shop occupied the corner site, a newsagent and traditional confectioners with rows of jars of boiled 
sweets, much loved by Glasgow grannies who visited on coach day trips out of Buchanan Street bus depot. Victor was a 
member of the Campbell dynasty which included Jock & Adam at the Dreadnought Garage, in former stables of that hotel, 
now the site of Tesco.  Donald & James operated the bakery just off Ancaster Square and the shop & tearoom now occupied
by the Strathcarron shop. Their sister Bertha and her husband Jock MacGregor ran the Shaftesbury now Crags Hotel. In the 
immediate post war years, whisky was in short supply, and kept in a cupboard behind the bar. If a visitor asked for whisky, 
Jock would suggest he buy two, to avoid having to drink alone.  Although no longer represented on Main Street, James 
Campbell continues to operate the shortbread factory on the site of the original bakery,one of the biggest employers in 
town. Fifth generation,  he was always referred to as Jimmy or young James. In his youth he fronted his own pop band 'The 
Soul Sect', well thought of by those who remember them.
Moving across Bridge Street, it is hard to believe that the Eagle Hotel was at one time one of the best maintained buildings; 
with its mock Tudor façade it contained quality B&B accommodation, a small tearoom and a high class sweet shop with 
highly polished linoleum floor and sparkling glass display cabinets. It was run by 
two ladies, Isa Robertson and Mabel Baxter. It could be said Mabel wore the 
trousers in this partnership, cavalry twills as I remember and leather-soled brogues. 
The sound of her approach sent terror in our hearts. Angels with dirty faces were 
not her preferred customer profile. We could only dream of the delights within 
those glass cases. If we dared to put a sticky hand on the glass, she would be 
apoplectic with rage and we beat a hasty retreat. Undeterred we would return with 
empty bottles collected around the Meadows, in the hope of trading the deposits 
for sweets, a forlorn hope, as we were sharply told "you did not buy them here". 
Not to worry, there were other shopkeepers happy to trade.     To be continued

Pyramids of Meroe - Sudan's unsung World Heritage Site

Just imagine for a moment being asked to guess which country in the world has 
the most pyramids - you might guess Mexico and most definitely Egypt, but 

you'd be wrong. It is in fact Egypt's southern neighbour, Sudan, which has a total of 
350 pyramids (discovered so far) in its northern Nubian Desert.

The people who built them were the Nubians, an ancient civilisation which, at its 
height, extended into modern-day Egypt from around 770 BC to 656 BC, with their 
empire being known to us today as the Kushite empire, which had three historic 
kingdoms with different capitals. Kerma (2500 to 1500 BC), Napata (100 to 300 BC) and Meroe (300 BC to 300 AD). Kerma 
had its own forms of architecture and cultures, whilst the latter two were heavily influenced by Ancient Egypt.

It is at Meroe, 200 kilometres northeast of the modern city of Khartoum, where the most famous pyramids from these 
civilisations are to be found. Built around 300 AD, they have steeper sides than their Egyptian equivalents and vary in size, 
with more than 40 kings, queens and notable individuals being honoured there. One of the pyramids has a heavy block 
decorated with rock art and was constructed with over 390 stones.

Meroe appears in Hebrew legends. A young Moses travelled as far as Meroe on an Egyptian military expedition.
The first modern European to show an interest was French mineralogist Frédéric Cailliaud, who made an illustration of 

the ruins in 1821. They were partially demolished 13 years later by Italian explorer-turned-treasure hunter Giuseppe Ferlini. 
In 2003, the pyramids at Meroe were given the ultimate protected status, as UNESCO made them a World Heritage site. 
Political instability in Sudan and the fame of the Egyptian pyramids result in few visitors. I personaly view them with great 
wonder, with another Sudanese pyramid site at Sedeinga being unearthed in 2009. 
In fact, the Nubians are still with us today - they are a significant minority of the population in both northern Sudan and 
southern Egypt, with there being 1.7 million speakers of Nubian languages. 

Mario Crevecoeur
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Porthos Moves On!

It was not until 6th August that we finally made the 
journey to take Porthos to the training school at Forfar. 

He was, by that time, 18 months old, beginning to mature 
into a beautiful adult dog and had a place very firmly in 
our hearts. It has taken a while to get used to our quiet 
house, for the hoover to realise that hairs only come in 
blonde these days, and for Ian to stop looking for him 
every time we come home in the car. He is now on a great 
journey towards transforming a life for someone else and 
that is what it is all about. We have heard from his trainer 
that he has settled in and has been turning heads all 
round the Centre and we hope to hear more news in a few 
weeks time. He will spend 3 or 4 months at Forfar, 
reinforcing all that we taught him and, most importantly, 
learning to work in harness and become somebody’s eyes. 
This is painstaking and professional work, requiring huge 
concentration and obedience on the dog’s part. Plus, of 
course, there will be lots of fun and playing with his new 
friends!

After a break, we will be taking on some boarding for 
Guide Dogs, so will be out and about with a series of 
different puppies, which could vary from a very small pup, 
to a working guide dog.

And just a Wee Word…
We have been in Callander now for just over 

2 years and have found it to be a very special 
place. Obviously, as dog people we walk a lot 
and revel in the beautiful surroundings and 
the plethora of opportunities for allowing our 
dogs to run free. It is great that lots of folk can 
share our enjoyment of the woods and 
footpaths around us, but we would have one 
request, and that is that we all take our litter 
home. There are some very littery hotspots 
about and these can pose a serious threat to 
dogs. We have experienced the trauma of 
hospitalisation of one of our previous dogs 
after they picked up a piece of litter and ate it, 
and indeed, know of instances where dogs 
have sadly died from ingesting litter. It is such 
fun to make a den in the woods or have a 
picnic, but please bear in mind those doggy 
noses that just can’t resist a quick snack on 
the ground.

Marilyn and Steve Willett
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Callander and West Perthshire Rotary Club

Well it had to happen. After more than 10 successful 
years the Rotary Club’s annual Charity Golf event 

had to be cancelled on the 16th of August when 
Callander golf  course was closed due to the heavy rain. Fortunately the Golf Club 
was able to offer a slot the following Friday but only six of the original teams 
were able to play. Despite that, a great day was had by all. The sun shone, the 
course was in good condition and everyone was happy, especially the winners, 

Callander Ladies First 
Team. The runners up were 
Taffy’s Troops, a team 
pulled together at the last 
minute and managed by 
Ken Roberts. We have to 
thank everybody who 
supported the event and 
made it possible to 
rearrange it, especially our 
main sponsors Deanston 
Distillery and Woodside 
Pharmacy in Doune. With 
everybody’s support and 

despite the difficulties, the event raised around £2000 which will be used for 
local causes including StartUp Stirling.

During Summerfest in July the club ran a children’s event one Saturday in the 
Square and lots of fun was had Splatting Rats and fishing for ducks while a 
children’s art competition was held in another part of the Square. Also in the 
Square in July, Liz Campbell’s Highland Dancers performed for five afternoons to 
good crowds of locals and tourists. This resulted in around £500 being raised for 
local causes. Our thanks go to Liz Campbell’s dancers, our piper and everyone 
who contributed. We’ve said it before but we’ll say it again, we are always 
amazed at the generosity of the people of Callander and the visitors when there 
is a fund raising event on.

The next outings are a bottle stall in Ancaster Square on the 5th of October and 
then the Christmas Craft Fair, Coffee and Soup in the Kirk Hall on Saturday 23rd 
November. Come along, enjoy the home baking and buy your presents. Finally, 
we shall be running Fun and Games in the Square for youngsters between noon 
and 3pm on the 30th November during Winterfest. If you would like to find out 
more about any of these events or about Rotary in general, please look at our 
website, www.callander.rotary1010.org or Facebook or contact the number 
below. If you would like to come along to a meeting you would be made 
welcome any Tuesday evening at 6.30pm at The Old Rectory, or to find out more 
about membership please contact Derek House on 01877 330103.

German-Speaking Group in CallanderDas nächste Treffen der Gruppe wird am Freitag 18. Oktober um 19.00 
in Ardgour Cottage, 3 Grant Court, Bridgend, Callander FK17 8AD stattfinden.  

Das Thema für unsere Diskussion an jenem Abend ist folgendes: Eurer Meinungen nach, kann radikale Ernährungslehre die 
Welt retten?  z. B Rettet Fleischverzicht das Klima? Sollten wir alle in der Zukunft für die Verbesserung der Umwelt entweder 
eine vegetarische oder eine vegane Lebensweise übernehmen?  Sei bitte fertig, Eure Meinungen zu begründen.

Wir werden uns auch wahrscheinlich, wie gewöhnlich, mit einigen Wortspielen beschäftigen.  Alle sind herzlich willkom-
men, die sich für die Gelegenheit interessieren, mit unserer Gruppe auf deutsch zu unterhalten.    Die Teilnehmer sind 
sowohl Schotten (und Engländer) als auch Muttersprachler, die hier in Schottland wohnen.Falls Ihr Fragen dazu stellen 
wollt, ruft bitte Jen an. (07710-232908). Wir freuen uns darauf,  Euch alle am 18. Oktober wieder begrüßen zu dürfen.  NB 
Alle Teilnehmer sind gebeten, sich im Voraus bis Dienstag 15.  Oktober bei Jen anzumelden (jenshearer@gmail.com), damit 
es genügenden Kuchen gibt!

NB Für das übernächste am Freitag 15. November stattfindende Treffen wird das Thema im Voraus allen Mitgliedern in einer 
Email mitgeteilt werden.

CALLANDER and DISTRICT 
ARTHRITIS CLUB

On Tuesday, 15th October, at 
7.30pm in the Kirk Hall, Callander, 

we have Alycia Hayes coming to talk 
about and illustrate some of opera's 
revolutionary librettists.  The following 
week, 22nd October, again at 7.30pm 
in the Kirk Hall, we have our annual 
Quiz Night.  Make up a team and come 
and join in the fun!

On November 19th we have a 
dietitian from Stirling Community 
Hospital coming to talk to us about 
Health and Wellbeing.  Same place, 
same time, and always a raffle and 
refreshments.  Visitors are always 
welcome.

Fiona Snow

Secretary

CHAS
Thanks to Liz Campbell and her lovely 
dancers who performed to the music of 
piper Robert Bryder and raised £165.66 
for CHAS.

Our bottle stall was a great success and 
raised £681.39.

Finally thanks to all who bought my 
plants. The table raised £1380.32

Fiona House 01877 330103.
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Callander Seniors’
Christmas Party

This year’s Seniors’ Christmas party 
will be held in the Callander Hostel, 

Bridgend on Wednesday 11th 
December. Transport is available with 
entry from 5pm. Callander Brass will be 
playing carols from 5.30pm and a 
traditional Christmas meal will be 
served with wine and mince pies. 
Entertainment after the meal will be 
from 7pm to 9pm provided by Squeeze 
and Teeze.

The party is free for any senior 
residents of Callander aged 60+. To 
book a place and transport either email 
Richard and Mary Johnson 
(rcjohnson9@aol.com) or put your 
names in the book which will be in the 
Post Office from late November.

Callander & West Perth-
shire U3A

With summer 
holidays a 

memory and our 
AGM and 
Enrolment Day 
over, we are now at the start of our 7th 
year and membership is still rising 
with more small villages joining us. 
Callander is at the heart of our 
territory with most of our groups 
meeting there. A special event for our 
members will take place on 9th 
October at the Roman Camp when a 
two-course lunch will be served before 
we listen to Vicky Jack (a well-known 
local mountaineer) tell her story of 
conquering the high tops in every 
continent. 

 It’s never too late to enrol – there 
are over 30 different subjects and 
something for everyone from 
languages to history to table tennis to 
arts and crafts. Membership is only £10 
for the year (£5 if you belong to 
another U3A) and all details are on our 
website – just Google ‘Callander and 
West Perthshire U3A’.  We welcome 
new members at any time.

Playlist for Life

Playlist for Life is a charity set up by 
Sally Magnusson after she and her 

siblings had witnessed the effect of 
music on her late mother’s dementia.
Anyone who has read Sally’s book 
‘Where Memories Go’ will know of the 
helplessness felt by the family through 
the years of Mamie’s illness. One thing 
which did seem to help was music. Ma-
mie always seemed to be happier and 
more relaxed after singing or listening 
to familiar tunes and songs and we all 
know how easy it can be to repeat the 
songs and poems and hymns of our 
childhood. The response to music is 
one aspect of memory which does not 
seem to be affected by dementia.

Playlist for Life can help transform 
the lives of people living with 
dementia and those who care for 
them. It draws upon the most up- to- 
date scientific research to help people 
with the illness connect to their loved 
ones and their carers.
It can, amongst many other benefits,

•    evoke memories which help with 
conversation and relationships

•    help to give structure to a day

•    restore a sense of ‘self’

•    improve mood and awareness.

The charity can provide practical tools 
for families and also offers training for 
health and social care professionals.

CALLANDER KIRK is registered as a 
HELP INFORMATION POINT for this 
work and assistance is available on a 
Wednesday morning, 10.30am – 12 00 
noon, in the Yvonne Fuller Library in 
the Kirk Hall. Anyone is welcome to 
come in to look at materials and ask 
questions.

On the afternoon of Thursday 17th 
October, Linda Hall of PLAYLIST FOR 
LIFE is speaking in the Kirk Hall at 
2pm. Anyone who feels that this 
matter is of interest to them, their 
family or a friend is most welcome to 
come along.

SCOTTISH CHARITIES 
URGED TO APPLY FOR HUGE 
FUNDING POT

Charities and community groups 
from across Scotland are being 

encouraged to apply for a share of a 
massive £3million to bring their dream 
project to life thanks to support from 
players of People’s Postcode Lottery. 

Launching today, (2 September) the 
Dream Fund encourages collaboration 
between charities and good causes by 
bringing them together to apply for 
funding for their dream project.

This year’s prize fund is the largest 
ever, with a top award of £1.5 million. 
Funding from the scheme will be 
offered over three years from 2020. 

The Dream Fund has invested more 
than £12 million in 29 projects across 
Britain.  

Postcode Dream Trust is encouraging 
applications to Dream Fund 2020 from 
projects which seek to achieve 
systemic change by addressing an 
important social or environmental 
problem through innovation and 
collaboration.
Applications for the Dream Fund can 
be made from Monday, 2 September 
until Tuesday, 15 October. Winners will 
be announced in March 2020. Please 
visit www.postcodedreamtrust.org.uk 
for details.  
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In the August/September Issue of BLV 
we presented a compilation of 

articles on the impact of climate 
change and protecting our 
environment through the prevention 
of wildfires. We put out a call to the 
young readership of the BLV to provide 
their views on climate change and the 
following is one of these replies.

In the first article, Beth Scott, who 
grew up in Callander and who recently 
graduated from the University of 
Edinburgh with a BSc (Hons) in 
Ecological and Environmental 
Sciences, provides a considered view 
of many and various ways that fellow 
residents of Callander can collectively 
mitigate the impact of climate change
 
The Climate Crisis: what 
can WE do?

What is the Climate?

The climate describes long term 
(minimum 30 years) general 

weather conditions (temperature, 
rainfall pattern and wind 
characteristics) of a particular place. 

What is Climate Change?
Climate Change refers to the long-

term change in climate that is 
currently happening because the 
Earth is heating up. The temperature 
of the Earth’s surface is now, on 
average, 1°C warmer than it was 
before the industrial revolution. As a 
result, global weather patterns are 
changing and are now more 
unpredictable.

Why is the Earth heating up?

The average temperature of the 
Earth is increasing mainly due to 
humans. Human activity, such as 
burning fossil fuels, farming and 
deforestation, is releasing carbon that 
is naturally trapped in the Earth as 
coal and oil, and in the soil and plants 
as organic material, into the 
atmosphere as CO2, trapping more 
heat and causing the Earth to warm 
up. 

How will Climate Change affect us?

Weather is now more unpredictable 
and as a result farming is more 
difficult, leading to increased crop 
failure and food shortages. The 
frequency and intensity of extreme 
weather events such as torrential rain, 
winter storms, hurricanes and 
droughts are also increasing because 
of Climate Change. 

In the polar regions and high 
mountains, ice is melting and not 
reforming, causing flooding and sea 
level rise. All life on Earth is delicately 
balanced and we humans are tipping 
the balance, threatening the stability 
of all life on Earth, including ourselves. 
The problems we see will only be 
worse in the future if we do not cut CO2 
emissions now to reduce further 
warming of our planet and minimise 
Climate Change. 

What can WE do to tackle Climate 
Change?

Whilst the issue of Climate Change 
can seem overwhelming, we can all do 
our bit to make a difference. We need 
to live in a way that reduces how much 
CO2 we contribute to the atmosphere. 
By consuming less and making lower 
carbon choices, we can make a 
positive change and help tackle 
Climate Change. As individuals and as 
a community, we need to take the 
initiative and act. 

Food, waste, fuel and transport are 
some of the areas of our lives where 
we can make a difference. 

Food
Individually:
• Aim to reduce the amount of food 

that you waste and throw in the 
bin. 

• Try to buy local and seasonal 
produce.

• Make meat and dairy a treat 
instead of a daily staple.

As a community: 
• Could we start a food sharing 

community in Callander? By 
sharing excess but still edible food 
within the Callander community, 
we could reduce the overall 
amount of food we waste. 

• Could we start growing our own 
fruit and veg right here in town in 
allotments? 

Waste 
Individually:
• Reduce consumption. Think before 

you buy something, do you really 
need it? 

• Think before you throw something 
away – could it be recycled, 
upcycled, or donated instead of 
just thrown in the bin?

• Buy things with less plastic where 
possible. For example: a bar of 
soap instead of a plastic bottle, 
shampoo bars, wooden 
toothbrushes, paper straws, 
refillable water bottles and coffee 
cups. 

As a community:
• Have public recycling bins, as well 

as rubbish bin, in the Main Street 
and around the Meadows, making 
it easier for everyone in Callander, 
locals and tourists, to reduce the 
amount of waste going to landfill. 

• Push our local supermarkets to 
remove packaging from their 
products. 

• Have a public freshwater tap in 
town for refilling water bottles. 

Fuel and Transport 
Individually: 
• Switch to a renewable energy 

provider for your household 
electricity: the equivalent of your 
energy use is supplied to the grid 
from renewable energies. 

• Walk, cycle or use public transport 
where possible.

• Is an electric car an option?
As a community:
• Could the bus to Stirling be 

cheaper? Would this encourage 
more people to use it?

• Could we more effectively carpool 
and share lifts to and from town?

Beth Scott

 In the next issue we would propose 
including another young person's 
viewpoint on solutions to global 
warming.
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                              Celebrating  Callander

Starting with the two weeks of Summerfest, followed by the Callander Jazz and Blues Festival, the  Trossachs Beer 
Festival, and then Winterfest, this is a town that does like to celebrate. 

First, thanks to everyone who helped to make Summerfest so much fun again this year- the planning group, the venues 
and groups who hosted events, the many artists, crafters, musicians and skilled experts who organised and delivered all 
sorts of activities. Thanks also to sponsors of events, funders including Stirling Council, Friends of Loch Lomond &The 
Trossachs and the Callander Hydro Fund. Most important of all, thanks to everyone who came to any of the huge range of 
indoor and outdoor activities in Summerfest 2019. 

Winterfest, like Summerfest, is growing each year.  From early November there are lots of opportunities to get present-
buying done and dusted. Why go out of town  when  in Callander there are three Christmas fairs, with crafts galore, and 
coffee and lunch on the premises. St Andrew’s Church kicks off on Saturday 9th November, Rotary’s Christmas Coffee, 
Lunch and Crafts  is on 23rd and Callander Kirk’s on 30th. 
The festive season needs music...so Friday 29th is the date for a Grand Celebratory Concert hosted by  CAOS, and featuring 
Callander Kirk Junior Choir, Callander Chorale and Callander Brass.  The next evening the Singers, Ringers and Stringers        
( guess which groups they are) take up the baton, after Callander Brass in the afternoon  have again welcomed Santa and 
his helpers to the Square to see the switch on of the lights on the Christmas tree. 

Before the switch on, Rotary Festive Fun in the Square will have games and competitions for all the family; after the switch-
on, hurry down to Callander  Hostel where the Film Society will be showing a family film ‘Aladdin’

There’s more music in Callander Kirk on Sunday 1st December at the Youth Carol Service and on Saturday 7th at the Carols 
and Coffee morning with Callander Brass.

  See ‘What’s On’ for details of all times, venues and  tickets, and in other  articles in this BLV. Watch for posters around 
town for individual events from our Winterfest of crafts, carols and coffee.   So much to choose from!   

Anne Docherty

At the foot of Cross St, in the middle 
of the road was a horse trough and 

pump, the water issuing from the 
small head of a lion, and giving the 
pump its name, “The Lion’s Head.” The 
trough was set between four stout 
granite blocks.
These were the favourite seats of such 
local worthies as Jimmy Ricketty, Tod 
the Puddock and Pete the Switcher. 
From there these drouths kept the 
doors of both The Star (The Ancaster 
Hotel) and The Crown under constant 
observation as a possible source of 
thirst alleviation.

“Ricketty” or “deaf Jimmie” - was 
somewhat hard of hearing, a character 
straight out of Dickens novel “Oliver 
Twist”, Fagin the Jew. Picture an old 
man over seventy, his slightly bent 
form covered with a stained and torn 
grey overcoat, his face thin and 
emaciated, terminating in a ragged 

goatee, whilst from his hawk-like nose 
suspends a perpetual “peril”. Put a 
nondescript “bunnet” on his head and 
a stick in his claw-like hand, give him a 
raucous voice of an old crow and you 
have “Ricketty”. Jimmy had been in his 
early days a jockey at Ayr, and was one 
of the postillions who rode with Queen 
Victoria’s equipage when she travelled 
over the hills from Perth to Balmoral.

The “Puddock” Willie Tod. Willie’s 
sleeping quarters was the saw mill at 
Kilmahog. A drystone dyker he hailed 
from Gartchonzie, and was a little, 
stout, bow-legged man, with a round 
face a button nose and a complexion 
the colour of a well cured ham. He 
usually wore an old shooting jacket, so 
old it was bright green in colour and 
his baggy trousers were at least six 
inches above his broken boots. Round 
his neck was a filthy muffler which had 

been gaily coloured but those colours 
were toned down by layers of dirt 
which ingrained it. Above it, one saw 
his little peering eyes denoting his 
fiery temper. He walked with a quick 
short stumping steps, but could call up 
a unique reserve of speed when 
harried by the local boys.

Pete the “Switcher” or “Whupper-
in” or simply the “Attendance 
officer” to the public School. An old 
veteran of the Crimea war and Mutiny 
days. Pete-Alexander Neilson was a tall 
straight man, with a fringe of grey 
whiskers round his thin face. And 
woe-betide the laddie whose 
“plunking” pro activities brought him 
to call at your door.

Billy Kennedy

The Lion’s Head
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her paranoid imaginings got quite 
tiresome. With the sinister sighting of 
yet another person from the past 
hiding in the shadows, I got a bit lost 
or maybe just lost interest. It won’t 
stop me anticipating Atkinson’s next 
book, but this literary espionage just 
wasn’t for me.

The next BLV book club review will 
be Whistle in the Dark  by Emma 
Healey (Penguin, 2019)

                                Maggie Magor

CALLANDER LIBRARY
Opening Hours

Monday 10am – 1pm  2 – 5pm
Tuesday 10am – 1pm  2 – 7pm
Wednesday  Closed 
Thursday 10am – 1pm 2 – 7pm
Friday 10am – 1pm  2 – 5pm
Saturday 10am – 12 noon 

Telephone/Fax 331544

Book Club Review
Transcription  by Kate Atkinson 

(Doubleday, 2018)

It’s always interesting to hear where 
authors get their ideas from and 

sometimes it can be the most 
insignificant things. Reading Kate 
Atkinson’s post-script of her latest 
novel, Transcription, she had spent 
some time looking at World War Two 
transcripts of MI5 meetings with a 
person of interest (who turned out to 
be a secret agent). There were 
numerous reports and Atkinson began 
to investigate - who typed these highly 
confidential transcripts? Well, it was 
obviously a girl - and that is how a 
character is born.

Meet Juliet Armstrong, a young 
woman recruited to an obscure 
department of MI5 to transcribe the 
bugged meetings of British Fascist 
sympathizers. Holed up in a tiny room 
in front of a small typewriter to record 
these conversations, the naïve Juliet's 
mind starts to roam as she fantasizes 
about the MI5 men, the conspirators 
and their mysterious comings and 
goings. Transcription moves back and 
forth between 1940, when Juliet is 
working for MI5, and her post-war life 
in 1950 when she works as a producer 
at the BBC. She thinks the war is 
behind her, but people begin to 
emerge from her past and the memory 
of wartime events becomes starker. 
What follows is a paranoid trawl as 
Juliet seeks atonement.

I am a fan of Kate Atkinson and have 
read all her books (this is her tenth) but 
I can’t say this was one of my 
favourites. She’s a clever writer, always 
weaving big ideas and literary 
references, but in Transcription I found 
these ponderings repeatedly passed 
me by. Maybe Juliet’s character and 

Thornhill Players

Over many nights in 2019, we read 
scripts, drank cups of tea, 

discussed promising plays, drank cups 
of tea, rejected plays, laughed over 
cups of tea, and finally chose three 
plays, each with a different theme and 
different characters. In August 2019, 
we took them on tour to Callander, 
Aberfoyle and Thornhill, 
demonstrating what we do as a labour 
of love.

Our group is a 'cosmopolitan' mix of 
people from across the local area.  
Some are experienced, some not so 
and one member gave their debut 
performance of a comedy, after which 
it was revealed that the playwright was 
in the audience! He was very 
complimentary about the production. 
So, want to join us but think you 

couldn't do it?  To quote Susan Jeffers:  
'Feel the fear and do it anyway!'

If you are interested in drama, 
acting, reading, dancing, singing, 
direction or in helping backstage with 
costumes, painting scenery, stage 
management, lighting or sound, 
Thornhill Players will welcome you 
warmly.  

Contact Charlotte on 01786 850288   
e-mail: cjohnston447@btinternet.com 

Sandie Luti

Singers, Ringers and 
Stringers 

As part of Callander’s Winterfest, 
three local music groups are 

combining to bring you a magical 
experience on 31st November. Listen 
to the ethereal sound of the ‘Callander 
Chimes’ in the perfect setting of 
Callander Kirk; hear the fullness of 
string music from the weel-kent 
‘Rusties’ and be amazed by the 
repertoire of the ‘The Song Squad’, a 
talented local group who sing ‘A 
Capella’ . This is a unique combination 
and will showcase the wide musical 
talent within Callander.  More of this 
talent can be seen the previous 
evening (CAOS, CKJC, Brass Band, 
Callander Chorale).  The Singers, 
Ringers and Stringers concert will be a 
perfect complement to this. SO, be like 
Einstein who said— ‘I think in music; I 
live my daydreams in music; I see my 
life in terms of music' and come to 
both concerts!  More information can 
be had from Winterfest posters and on 
social media.
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After the summer break, we had our 
first rehearsal in September, and 

already there are some great 
harmonies developing - the 
surrounding hills will definitely be 
alive with The Sound of Music  next 
March. 

We are now focusing on auditions 
and our annual fundraising concert. 
Auditions for principal roles will be on 
Thursday 31st October.  This year the 
children’s parts are open to all - please 
contact Linda Cantlay (07768 706832) 
for more details. There will always be 
room for new members so come along 
on Monday nights to McLaren High 
School.

As part of Winterfest, CAOS will host 
a “Christmas Concert” on 29th 
November which will also feature 
Callander Kirk Junior Choir, Callander 
Brass and Callander Chorale. This will 
be a great evening of music and song. 

Got talent? There is an open 
invitation to any singers in the area to 
take part in some of the numbers. If 
interested, please contact Linda 
Cantlay. 

There will also be another concert on 
30th November with the Singers, 
Ringers and Stringers. We would 
encourage you to come to both! 

Keep an eye on our website (www.c-
a-o-s.org.uk) for details.

Steve Murphy for the CAOS 
Committee

CAOS Callander 
Library Reading Challenge 
Space Chase 

We had a bumper year with a great 
number of children completing 

the challenge of reading 6 books 
during the school holidays, followed 
by an awards ceremony with 
certificates and medals. 

During Summerfest, craft events for 
children using the theme of 
Callander’s landscape and natural 
environment took place. We made 
pine cone animals, name initials from 
twigs, butterfly masks and tree bark 
owls.

Callander Rocks
At one of the craft events, the 

children painted rocks which, once 
varnished, will be hidden somewhere 
around the local area. The rocks are 
marked, asking the finder to take a 
photo of the rock and post on the 
group’s facebook page, to share where 
they’ve been found. The ‘finder’ can 
then choose whether to keep the rock 
or re-hide it somewhere else. 

Anyone can join the facebook group, 
have fun and help us grow. Rock 
painting is enjoyable and relaxing for 
all ages and children especially love 
being outdoors hiding rocks. 

Who knows who might find your 
beautiful, decorated stone….random 
acts to make people smile!

Callander Cinema

This year’s season of cinema at 
Callander Hostel opens on Sunday 

13th October at 7.30pm with First Man 
(cert12A), the story of astronaut Neil 
Armstrong and his legendary space 
mission, sponsored by Man Cave 
Barbershop. The bar will be open with 
teas and coffees available from 7pm. 

On 27th October Leave No Trace 
(certPG) is about a father and teenage 
daughter and their harrowing journey 
back to their wild homeland in 
Portland Oregon where they have lived 
off the grid for many years.

Can you Ever Forgive Me? on 10th 
November is a comedy starring Melissa 
McCarthy and Richard E Grant. When 
Lee Israel, who made her living in the 
70s and 80s profiling celebrities like 
Katharine Hepburn and Tallulah 
Bankhead, can’t get published, she 
turns her talents to deception, abetted 
by her friend.

The first of three foreign language 
films on 24th November is Dogman 
(cert 15), an Italian crime drama about 
a quiet dog groomer who gets caught 
up in violence.

Nine great contemporary films 
follow through the winter and spring 
and entry is free to society members. 
Full details of all films and how to join 
are online atwww.incallander.co.uk/
cinema or pick up a programme and 
membership form from the library, 
Visitor Centre or Callander Hostel. 
Tickets at the door for non-members 
are £5 for adults and £3 for under 16s 

Winterfest Film Matinee

5pm at Callander Hostel, 30th 
November

After the Christmas Tree Lights 
Switch-on, Disney's latest version of 
Aladdin (PG), starring Will Smith as the 
Genie will be screened at 5pm, with 
other activities for non-film go-ers. 
Doors open 4.30pm, bar open with 
drinks and snacks available. £5 adult, 
£3 under 16, £14 family of 4. Tickets 
from Callander Hostel, Visitor Centre, 
or on the door.

Happy Music

This phrase perfectly captures the 
atmosphere of the recent concert 

given by the newly-formed Orchestra 
Light Fantastik and Callander Chorale.  
The conductors (Ron Thewlis and Ian 
Milligan) brought the audience a 
mixture of beautiful choral singing and 
joyous orchestral music. The players 
and singers enjoyed it as much as the 
audience! If you missed this concert, 
do not despair, Callander Chorale gives 
numerous performances, and Light 
Fantastik will definitely be back. 
Watch this space!
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Taste the Past at Glen Finglas

On a very rainy and windy Saturday at the end of August about 10 of 
us stood under a rigged-up tarpaulin and learned how 18th century 

peasants in Scotland might have cooked themselves a rather splendid 
venison stew. The tenderest haunch of venison was cut up by us to 
throw into an earthen pot bubbling with carrots and parsnips, onions 
and kale. Potatoes were there too.  Herbs commonly found on the 
hillside were added to the pot and the whole set on a tripod above a 
wood fire. About an hour later all was ready for a feast in the rain.  
Luckily the rain cleared somewhat and we were able to enjoy the stew, 
sitting on tarpaulins on the grass.  Loch Venachar and the hills around 

added to the experience.   Thanks to the Crannog Centre for demonstrators who were very knowledgeable.  As a bonus we 
were told about food in the Iron Age which lacked onions (brought by the Romans) and orange carrots.  In the past they were 
not so orange.

While we waited for the stew to cook, we were shown how wood was cut and split into useful lengths, and how various 
wooden tools were made. Some others elected to take a walk through the woods under the guidance of Gwen Raes and 
learn about the 18th century archaeology found in the area,  mostly charcoal burners.
A great day, despite the wind and rain.

Changes in Milton of Callander 

If you have ever walked along the 
footpath between Bochastle and Brig 

O'Turk in the past you would have come 
across an area, where the path bent 
sharply, of corrugated iron sheep pens, 
broken wooden fences and rusting metal, 
this is Milton. Things have changed; 
Gwen's tidy up team has been at work 
there recently,.

It is always good to understand the 
history behind something that is being 
demolished

Milton is part of the Glen Finglas Estate 
and was a royal hunting property until 
1951 with some of the land owned by 
Moray Estates .  It was owned by John 
Cameron before the Woodland Trust 
bought it in 1996.  John Cameron is known 
to have been Scotland's largest sheep 
farmer, as he owned a large number of 
farms, so not all the sheep were resident 
at Milton.  (He was also chairman of 
Scotrail and a director of Stagecoach).  
The Woodland Trust also rents land from 
Moray Estates and we think this includes 
Milton.  A well known local farmer Robert 
Scott, we think, husbanded the area once 
Mr Cameron sold his estate. 

One resident of the Milton of Callander 
house was Annie S. Swan a prolific 'chick 
lit' author of early last century.  Her 1913 
book 'The Bridge Builders', partly set in 
the local area, is still available to buy on 
line.  (Virginia Woolf called her books 
hogwash)

Now Milton is very much part of what 
could be seen as the Woodland Trust, 
turning what had been a royal playground 

back to being a playground, this 
time for everyone's enjoyment.

Sheep farming on the hillside 
has ended.

When a business ends in an area 
there is always something left 
behind.  Hence the need for 
Gwen's Gangs to spend a lot of 
time unearthing and disposing of 
rusting fencing materials.  

It will take 3 workdays to finish 
work here. First removing the 
pens, stacking the timber, metal 

and plastic separately for disposal. 
Second, uprooting rusty barbed 
wire fences, some of those posts 
had more below ground than 
above. Also disposing of  some of 
the timber and the metal and 
plastic. Completing the disposal 
will be the final task.

There are puzzles!   Please could 
someone tell us what was in the 
containers. Their destruction was 
ideal training for any wrestler!  
Also there were gaps in what we 
could find out about the history; 
can anyone help, please?

Slimming World Callander 
Group Closed

Once again the slimming club 
(although a different make) has 

closed down.
Is this because everyone in Callander 
is completely fit, at the perfect weight 
and in good health - well it could be, 
but unfortunately in this case this is 
not the cause. 
It appears that a group consultant 
could not be found to keep the group 
running. The previous consultant left 
some time ago and locum consultants 
have been travelling in to keep the 
group running, but this it appears 
could not continue and the group has 
therefore closed.

Crossword

We apologise to all our avid crossword 
fanatics for the lack of a crossword in 
this issue. We hope to be back on track 
with this for the next issue.

The winner of Crossword No 142 was 

Anne Tannock, 
17 Anchorscross,                                                                                          
Dunblane FK15 9JP

Congratulations to Anne

Photos by WTML/Julie Howden
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Community Policing 
in Callander

This week we spoke with Lorna 
Deans and Donald King, our local 

Community Police Officers about the 
role of Community Policing.  It’s a busy 
and very interesting life.  They cover a 
huge area from Doune to Strathyre, 
from Inversnaid to Callander.
They are not Response Police who go 
in for emergencies, though if none 
of them are near, the Community 
Officers will do that too.  Instead 
they react to local concerns of the 
public, such as suspicious behaviour, 
disputes and drunk-driving.  More 
and more the public are reporting 
incidents of mobile phone use whilst 
driving. Sometimes a suspicion arises 
about drug use and they will consider 
this too.  However, they need some 
detailed information in order to get a 
warrant to search a house or make an 
arrest.  Without that they can do very 
little.  They need information from the 
public.  

Lorna says, “We can respond to sus-
picions if the public give us sufficient 
information.  Often neighbours do not 
want to be identified, so don’t tell us.  
But they can always visit the police 
station, or contact us anonymously 
through our website, or though Crime 
Stoppers”. Donald and Lorna tell 
me that they always appreciate the 
reporting of suspicious vehicles as this 
can lead to preventing house-break-
ing or other crimes. But they need 
registration numbers. Through the 
Police information-sharing they can 
tell if the suspicious vehicle is part of a 
bigger picture unknown to the public. 
In addition to these crime prevention 
measures, Lorna and Donald work to 
build trust in the community.  They 
visit primary schools, and work with 
National Park rangers, giving backup 
when needed. They respond to invita-
tions by various groups to talk about 
home security, or drug-use amongst 
the youth, or give guidance about 
hate-crime.

Some of the most interesting and 
rewarding aspects of their work is to 
liaise with Mountain Rescue, and the 
Fire and Ambulance Services.
Altogether, the work that they do helps 
to meld the community into a 
cooperative and safe environment.  We 
should all be grateful to them.

Drugs in Callander

You may be aware that there is a 
major drug problem in Scotland, 

but not realise that drugs are also here 
in Callander.  A man suspected of 
selling drugs in one of our residential 
neighbourhoods has recently been 
reported to the police.  The 
consequences of behaviour like this is 
teenage girls passing out in the street, 
as has recently happened, witnessed 
by a number of people.  Two other 
young people, clearly under the 
influence, ran away. But there are 
many other instances of drug abuse.  
These are just the most recently 
witnessed at the time of writing.
As one resident wrote to us, “Where I 
live a number of residents, nearly the 
whole street, have reported a local man 
for selling drugs to the local school 
children. I've personally witnessed 16 
different children in one day in their 
McLaren uniforms going into the house, 
presumably, to buy drugs.  We've made 
the police aware and they actually per-
formed a raid recently, door knocked 
down, sniffer dogs, the lot. They unfor-
tunately couldn't find anything in the 
house. Obviously the police can do very 
little with no physical evidence.  The 
dealer rents his house but the landlords 
have said they can't do anything. Is this 
not a violation of any tenancy agree-
ment? We would like to make parents 
aware that some of their 13/14/15yr old 
children are buying drugs on their lunch 
break. All the residents in the area are 
worried about children growing up in 
an environment where this is happen-
ing.”

Its not only drugs that are a problem.  
Glue sniffing is also a hazard young 
people and their parents need to be 
aware of. The police tell us that they 

can do nothing if there is insufficient 
evidence, and if they are not made 
aware of concerns.  They urge the 
general public to contact them if 
anyone has suspicions about drugs 
abuse.  Anonymously if needs be.

Recognising drug use in-
cluding glue sniffing and 
solvent abuse 

There are four main groups of drugs, 
divided according to their major ef-
fects. These categories are:

Stimulants e.g. cocaine, some sol-
vents - when the person becomes very 
energetic, alert, talkative, active and 
excited,  with a limited attention span. 
Their pupils become large. You may 
also notice headaches and migraines, 
a bloody or runny nose and sniffing, 
stomach pain, nausea and twitching or 
shaking as well as insomnia.

Depressants or sedatives e.g. alcohol, 
some solvents - when the person is, 
perhaps, relaxed, chilled out, mellow 
but may also suffer anxiety, night-
mares and aggression.  At the moment 
street Valium is a particular problem. 
A significant number of deaths have 
occurred.

Opium-related painkillers e.g. Heroin 
- the person seems in a sleepy, dreamy 
state, their movements are slower 
than normal, the pupils in their eyes 
are small, even in the dark.  They may 
wear long sleeves to hide track marks 
on their arms.  Excessive use of medic-
inal opiates has resulted in addiction 
and death.  

Hallucinogens e.g. L.S.D. ,some 
solvents. The person is detached from 
their surroundings with an altered 
sense of reality, feels mystical with 
insight.  

Glue and Solvents.  The term covers 
a broad range of domestic and indus-
trial chemicals that are inhaled either 
directly through the mouth or nose or 
breathed in from a pressurised con-
tainer.  The chemicals can be stimu-
lants, depressants or hallucinogens. 
These substances can harm the lungs 
and heart, as well as lowering the 
amount of oxygen reaching the brain 
causing nerve damage.  Some vapours 
cause leukemia and kidney and liver 
damage.
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The Signs of Use & Abuse

Indicators of inhalant abuse may include: loss of appetite, excitability, irritability, 
becoming dazed or dizzy, runny eyes or nose with spots or sores, memory loss 
and apathy and problems at school. You might find stains on clothing or hidden 
rags and empty bottles and containers.

What can parents do? This is the clearest basic advice we have found:

1. Talk to your child about the dangers of drugs. You should discuss drugs and 
make sure your child knows to tell you if someone offers them drugs.

2. Possible signs of drug use can include changes in your child’s appearance - 
choice of friends - interests - eating and sleeping habits -   mood - openness with 
you

These changes can also be part of growing up and a young person who is not 
using drugs could show the same changes. If you have suspicions, speak to your 
child but don’t jump to any conclusions.

3. If you discover your child is taking drugs, it’s important you stay calm, talk to 
them and reassure them.

Let them explain in their own words what they've done. - avoid asking them why 
they've taken drugs as it will make them defensive - not get hung up on blame - 
let them know exactly how you feel about the situation

If your child does have a drug problem, it’s important that they know you will 
support them. This could be in the form of answering simple questions or helping 
them through the difficult process of kicking the habit. Let them know that you 
trust them, but at the same time, feel free to show disappointment if this trust is 
broken.

If you have any concerns/information regarding drug dealing in your area, please 
contact Police Scotland on 101 at the time.  Alternatively, you can email the 
Trossachs and Teith community officers, PC Deans and PC King at TrossachsTe-
ithCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk If you would prefer to remain anonymous, you 
can contact CRIMESTOPPERS on 0800 555 111 or www.crimestoppers-uk.org 

Help with the problem

Your G.P. shall be able to give advice or call the 'Talk To Frank' drugs helpline on 
0300 123 6600. They can talk you through all your options.

Never "not ready", your local Mountain Rescue Team
When someone is in difficulty in our local hills, team members from the local 
community are ready to respond at a moment’s notice. The Killin Mountain 
Rescue Team covers a considerably large area within the National Park which 
stretches from Loch Katrine to Tyndrum and is made up of a number of unpaid 
volunteers, predominantly residing in Callander, Lochearnhead and Killin. At 
each of these locations is a Mountain Rescue Post which holds equipment and 
vehicles. This allows the team to respond quickly to anywhere within its area. 

Although a volunteer organisation and run purely from donations, the commit-
ment given by 
individuals is con-
siderable. Many of 
our team members 
are mountaineers 
and wildlife and 
estate managers 
who have extensive 
knowledge of the 
local hills which en-
sures that response 
times are kept to a 
minimum through 

good familiarisation and fitness.

The area covered by the team is very 
diverse as are the types of callouts 
the team attend. Many incidents will 
require our team members to use a 
number of combined skills, some of 
which require the use of very technical 
equipment and techniques.One excit-
ing new development within our ca-
pability, through generous donations, 
is the acquisition of a drone which will 
aid predominantly in the search for 
missing persons. It will also be used 
for scene assessment, hazard identi-
fication and incident monitoring. We 
have a fully qualified drone pilot who 
will operate for the team The team 
promotes safety in the mountains 
within the local community at local 
events and is always happy to inform 
and educate members of the public on 
what they can do to remain safe when 
on the hills. Our message is always the 
same. If you go up into the hills - have 
the right skills, the right equipment 
and check the weather before you go. 
The team often attend incidents where 
the above has not been taken into con-
sideration, for example, wearing dark 
coloured clothing which makes search 
extremely difficult and relying on a 
mobile phone for navigation without 
having a map and compass and know-
ing how to use it.

https://www.mountaineering.scot/
safety-and-skills

If you are in difficulty and require 
mountain rescue, dial 999 or 112 and 
ask for POLICE, MOUNTAIN RESCUE. 
You can also text an emergency mes-
sage to 999 or 112. Ideally you should 
register your phone prior to using this 
service using the link below:

https://www.ngts.org.uk/how-to-use-
ngt/contact-999-using-ngt.html

A very useful app (free) to have on 
your mobile phone is OS Locate. Used 
alongside your Ordnance Survey map, 
OS Locate is a fast and highly accurate 
means of pinpointing your exact lo-
cation on the map, anywhere in Great 
Britain with the ability to share your 
location with others.

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/
shop/os-locate

Our team members have already been 
training and are ready and packed for 
winter. Are you?
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Callander Cricket Club On the Rise

As we write this the summer season is ending, with only one more fixture 
left to play against Comrie before the curtain comes down on our summer 

of cricket.
It has been a summer blighted by the rains, but this hasn’t stopped the team 
from recording its most successful season to date. The 1st XI competed in the 
S&PCU Sunday League and are sitting comfortably in Mid-Table having only 
suffered 2 defeats over the Campaign, a stark contrast to previous seasons 
where we have propped up the league from the bottom with only the odd win 
to cheer about. We also competed in the West Stirlingshire T20 league; look-
ing to build on back to back league titles the team wanted to make it 3 in a 
row. It proved to be a much tougher league this year as the other teams were 
determined to take our T20 Crown away from us. With Stirling CCC pushing us 
all the way, it came down to the last league fixture against them in a "winner 
takes all" contest, however the weather intervened, and the much-anticipat- ed contest was 
washed out with the game declared a tie. These 3 points ensured that the team remained unbeaten in the league and for 
the 3rd year in a row Callander CC were the T20 League Champions. A record-breaking season for both the team and indi-
vidual players as batting and bowling records were swept aside.

The club continued its ethos of building its success on the back of a strong junior section 
and over the season four more of our Centurions broke into the 1st XI, adding both skill and 
strength in depth to the team. Eve McCulloch and Marley Sandy made the step up and 
became the first two females to represent a Callander 1st XI, Ryan Glen and Callum Bell both 
became regular selections for the team, proving to be valuable players and have been put 
forward for Regional trials for the Cally Highlanders in their respective age groups.
Our Junior section, The Centurions, had it a bit tougher this year with a lot of players mov-
ing up in age groups. We had very inexperienced teams at both softball and hardball level, 
but this didn’t matter to them as, every time they turned out, they played with a huge smile 
on their faces, full of positivity and just an eagerness to play and enjoy every moment. We 
are very excited for the winter season and getting all our juniors inside to work on their skills 
and gameplay.

The club continues to work closely with McLaren High School, providing training sessions every Thursday after school 
and their team is going from strength to strength. With two teams competing in the Big Blast National finals day, playing the 
best schools from all over Scotland, they finished runners up to Perth Academy. Topping their group with 3 wins from 3, 
beating eventual winners Perth Academy in the process and knocking out Ross High in the semi-finals.
Centurion Membership is open from October for the 2019/20 year and we welcome all new players. With lots of training and 
indoor games planned it’s a great way to get involved with the club, make new friends and learn new skills over the winter 
months.

Off the field of play, the club is working hard behind the scenes to find a home 
ground here in Callander to play and train from. There was once a rich history of 
cricket in Callander, boasting four teams from the mid-1800s to early 1900s. 
There was the Lairds Team with a fine cricket pitch laid out at East Mains and 
three smaller clubs, The West End Club, East End Club and the Bridgend Club, 
with the latter playing on a ridiculously small triangular piece of land at the head 
of Bridgend at the crossroads near where the old Toll Bar used to stand. Cricket 
may have vanished from our community for nearly 8 decades, but it came back in 
2013 and as a club we hope to restore Callander's cricket heritage. 

The club has set up a facilities sub-committee which will be reaching out to the community for its support in its 
endeavours to once again have a home here and be an integral part of our whole community.

The Club would like to thank our Sponsors, The Dalgair House Hotel, Callander K9 and Your Heating for their continued 
support.

To Join Callander Cricket contact Barry McGeachy at barrymvgeachy@cricketscotland.com
                                             Barry McGeachy

T20 League Champions

Eve and Marley
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Callander Target Sports  Club
Club news: - The club continues to flourish, with over 70 members (Juniors & Seniors) travelling 
from as far afield as Oban in the north to Ayr in the south. The summer leagues are coming to an 
end (final results will be in the next edition) and entries are currently being put in for the winter 
leagues. Our winter season coaching for new starts / beginners will begin Thursday 3rd October  
at 7pm.

Invitation: - The club would like to invite all non-members to compete in the challenge for the 
Kandahar Cup, which will take place on Wednesday 23rd / Thursday 24th October. Teams may 
compete on either day, any time between 7pm and 9pm on Wednesday or Thursday.

This is an open event in which teams of three or four (with best three to count) will compete at both air pistol and small-
bore rifle. All equipment and training will be provided.

Entry forms are available from club members or simply enter on the night.

Cumbria & Northumbria:

After 7 Rnds out of 10 in the Summer league, Callander shooters are competing well in 4 disciplines - 8 shooting in 50m 
Benchrest, with W Jenkins 3rd in Div 6; 7 at Rapid Fire Rifle, with C Tawse top in Div 3 and W Jenkins 2nd in Div 2; 1 in 10m 
Air Pistol, with J Martin, 3rd in Div 2 and 2 shooting 100yds prone.

Our entries for the winter season are in for the above Comps with additional disciplines of Long Barrel Pistol and Support-
ed Rest Air Pistol being entered.

Perthshire Short Range Benchrest:
There are 9 Shooters taking part this summer and all are shooting well.

In Div 1 Colin Tawse is in 2nd Position. In Div 2 Bob Farquhar is in 1st position with Mark Griffiths in 3rd position.

Perthshire Prone results:
After 9 rounds; The “A” team are first equal with Banff & MacDuff, but with a better gun score, so it’s all to shoot for in the 
last round. The “B” team is first in Div 5, only 2 points ahead of Lanark ESM B, again all to shoot for.

In the Individual Leagues: Kevin Woolley has won Div 16 by 3 clear points and Alasdair Buchanan-Winch leads Div 9 by 2 
points.

For further club details, contact our secretary Bob Farquhar 07721-744229                        Johm Russell

Callander local guys playing power chair football for Riverside

Riverside Powerchair FC is a new club launched August 2018. Powerchair Football is a type of 
association football for people with physical disabilities. Players use power wheelchairs in 

order to pass and kick an oversized football. The game is played in a sports hall on a regulation 
basketball court. Two teams of four players use sports chairs with footguards to attack, defend, 
and spin-kick a 13-inch (330 mm) football in an attempt to score goals.

Poweredchair football is the fastest growing disability sport within Scotland and the UK.
Riverside PFC  play in the Scottish MDUK Championship. In our first season 2018/19 we finished 
fourth, which is not a bad return considering only one of our current players had any knowledge 
of the game. We didn't even have any of the correct sports chairs which are needed to help the 
club develop and progress.

 
We did, however have a successful session winning two awards: Scott McIntyre won 

breakthrough player of the year and as a club we won grassroots regional award for best para 
football project. Three  Riverside PFC players Scott and Paul McIntyre and Steven Goodwillie all 
live within Callander.

We are grateful to all the players, coaches Ian and Russell for all the support and guidance. We are also thankful for all 
the parents' and volunteers' support.  As we are a new club we would appreciate any sponsorship towards running costs of 
the club. RiversidePFC is always looking for more players to join, so if you're interested in taking up powerchair football , 
training takes place at the peak Stirling on Monday nights 7.30pm until 9.00pm, all ages welcome.Contact our coaches     
Ian  Anderson  at andersoni@stirling.gov.uk  or Russell Miller,at dustyrussellmiller@yahoo.co.uk 

Scott McIntyre

Scott McIntyree



Recreation 
Rail Enquiries: 0845 7484950
Bus Station (Stirling): 01786 446474
Travel Line Scotland: 0870 6082608
Leisure Centre: 01877 330000
Library: 01877 331544
Visitor Information Centre: 01877 
330342
Floods & Environment
SEPA emergency: 0800 807060
SEPA website:
 www.sepa.org.uk/flooding/index.htm
Floodline: 0845 9881188 Select option 
1 followed by: 06213 121 (the Teith at 
Callander)
Scottish Water emergency
 information re flooding from mains or 
sewers: 0800 0778778
Callander Community Flood Action 
Group helpline: 07580 601142
Location of defibrillators 
Dreadnought Garage
Callander Golf Club
McLaren Leisure Centre
The Post Office
Ancaster Square
West Dullater House and Grace 
Cottage  Invertrossachs
Mobile unit based in Callander with 
Scottish Ambulance Service

Emergency Services: 999
Callander Police: 101 
Local Council Office & Registrar:
01877 33004
Social Work: 01786 471177
Post Office: 01877 330267
Stirling Council: 01786 404040
National Health
Callander Medical Practice  01877 
331000
Prescriptions 01877 331001 (10am till 
3pm).
District Nurses 01877 330150
NHS 24 111 or   www.nhs24.scot
or visit www.nhsinform.scot
Callander Dental Practice 01877 
330703
Chemists
Farrens M-F 9-6 S 9-5  01877 330132
Trossachs M-F 9-1 2-6  01877 330016
Vets
Callander:01877 381213
Doune: 01786 841304
Schools
McLaren High: 01877 330156
Callander Primary: 01877 331576

36 Local Information
 Bin Collections

OCTOBER
Grey/Blue bins Sat. 5th, 19th
Brown bin/Blue box Sat. 12th
Brown/ Green bins  Sat. 26th

NOVEMBER
Grey/Blue bins Sat. 2nd, 6th, 30th

Brown bin/Blue box Sat. 9th 
Brown/Green bins Sat. 23th

DECEMBER
Grey/Blue bins Sat. 14th

Brown bin/Blue box Sat.7th,28th 
Brown/Green bins Sat. 21th

www.stirling.gov.uk/waste

                Callander  Kirk  
                      The Church of Scotland,
                         South Church Street, Callander

Sunday services
10.00am Early Service in Kirk Hall on 
13th, 20th Oct. and 3rd, 17 Nov.
Every Sunday
11.15am Various Morning Services ex-
cept 10th November when at 10.45am 
  - Morning Service
  - All-Age Morning Service
  - Communion
6.00pm 6th December Youth Carol 
Service
First Sunday of every month
3.00pm Trossachs monthly service also 
Pilgrimage & Picnic 1st September.
Details at  www.callanderkirk.org.uk

           Saint Andrew's
                Scottish Episcopal Church,
                    Leny Road, Callander
Sunday:  10.00am Holy Communion
Wednesday:10.00am Holy Communion
For any information please contact:
Rev Richard Grosse  tel 382887

www.standrewschurchcallander.org.
uk

Weekly Services:
Sundays@Six   6.00pm in St Andrew's 
 Church hall
Prayer Time Monday 8.00pm
Callander Home Group Wednesday 7.30pm
Doune Home Group Tuesday  8.00pm

Everyone is welcome to these services

For venue details for our weekday services 
please contact 
Pastor  Brian Gooding tel 01877 331845 
brian.gooding@stirlingbaptist.co.uk
www.stirlingbaptist.org/callander
Facebook:#stirlingbabtistatcallander

                   St Joseph's
Catholic Church
Glen Artney Road, Callander

Weekly Masses
Callander
Tuesday and Thursday, Mass, 10.00am
Sunday Mass 11.30am
Doune
Wednesday, Friday Mass, 10.00am 
Sunday 11.30am 
Father Leszek Wiecaszek SAC
www.stfdac.co.uk

Lagrannoch WRC Opening times
• Monday - Friday 5.00pm to 8.00pm
• Saturday 10.00am-2.00pm
• Sunday closed
• Lagrannoch depot 01877 330492     

Also for sandbags and grit
• Stirling Council Main number 08452 

777000 (Functions as emergency 
number from 5.00pm to 9.00am and 
over weekends. Also use for non-col-
lection of wheelie bins.)

BLV DEADLINES

The next issue of the Ben Ledi View 
will be published on Friday 6th 
December 2019.
Advertisements copy & artwork
Please send all advertisement copy for 
the December/January issue to our 
Advertising Co-ordinator Isla 
Routledge at advertising@benledi-
view.co.uk by Friday 8th November 
2019.
 Full details of sizes for advertisement 
and artwork specifications are at 
www.benlediview.co.uk under the 
Advertise tab. Please call or email for 
advice if in doubt. 
We request full payment before we 
can accept advertising material for 
publication.
Editorial copy
All editorial contributions for the 
December/January issue should be 
emailed to editor@benlediview.org 
or handed in to the Callander Library 
by Friday 8th November 2019. 
Items received after the deadline may 
be held over to next issue.
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Callander Thistle FC

Callander Thistle Amateurs would like to say a massive big thank you to all our sponsors who have so kindly supported 
the club this season.  Thanks to the Waverley Hotel and Crags Bar for providing the club's players and coaches with 

tracksuits for the upcoming season.  Thanks again to Scottish Sea Farms, Lion and Unicorn, R&R Campbell, Blair Craig 
Plumbing and McLaren Leisure Centre for continuing to sponsor and support the club as it continues to grow.  We also 
welcome on board our newest sponsors Kings Joiners and Manufacturers to the club, who have very kindly agreed to 
support the club this season.

A special thank you to the CO-OP in Callander for donating money to the club, which has allowed us to purchase training 
equipment such as footballs and water bottles.  After the success of our last fundraiser, our next one will be a Race Night on 
Saturday 19th October, 7pm at the Waverley hotel Callander.  The club would like to invite the whole community to come 
along if possible and support the club on which will be a great night.
Off the field, the club has had massive success in securing its support, new kits and equipment as well as building the foun-
dations of the club which we hope will enable it to thrive for years to come.  

The clubs new youth programme is well under way with five coaches now qualified and coaching children born between 
2010 – 2012.  If any children born in these years is interested in coming along, the youth teams train on a Wednesday 
evening, 6pm-7pm on the 3G pitch at McLaren Leisure Centre.  So far, the feedback from parents and children has been 
great and we look forward to these teams competing in their respective youth age leagues in the near future.  
Join us on Facebook @callanderthistle to keep up with all that is going on with your local Football Club 

www.callanderthistleafc@gmail.com         David McLean

Callander Golf Club

Well done to the Crown Hotel!
 A great day was had by all teams who braved the elements and took part in 

the annual Sponsors Day on 29th August.  It was a dodgy-looking day weatherwise, 
with rain which had lashed down all morning still falling at the 1pm start. But for-
tune favours the daft and the rain went off after half an hour, with the rest of the 
afternoon dry. A nice meal and good banter was the perfect end to a good golfing 
day. The competition was won by the team representing The Crown Hotel. 
 
A huge thanks to all our tee-sponsors for their invaluable support and we look forward to welcoming you all back next 
year when we will see The Crown defend their title and see their challengers try to take the crown for themselves!

 The Junior Coaching Team would like to thank everyone who came along to the autumn Clubgolf sessions.  Good golf…
good fun.  Well done everyone.          Johnny Gold

Callander Bowling Club

  The bowling season has now finished, and for Callander it has been a highly 
eventful one.   For the first time in 70 years (1949) the club has been crowned 
champions of the West   Perthshire league. The MacIntyre trophy was 
presented to President Stuart Aitchison at   Dunblane on Saturday 7th 
September. The trophy was originally donated by a Callander resident,   Peter 
MacIntyre Esq, of Auchengower (now renamed Arden House, in Bracklinn 
Road) back   in 1913. 

The club had only won this trophy 6 times previously (all in the 1930s/40s), so it is   with great pride that our players are 
returning the trophy to its spiritual home.   Our club competition finals were played intermittently (due to inclement 
weather) around the  end of August and early September. The picture shows some of the participants in the various  
matches. The Ladies' champion for 2019 is Marion Allan, with Andy Miller winning the Gents   championship
   The club's AGM will be held in the clubhouse on Sunday 27th October at 2pm.                       Donald Grieve
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If you wish to put a personal message in the BLV, please note we need your name, address and phone number (we will only print your name) with your 
message. There is no charge  for announcements, but if you wish to give a donation to the magazine please leave a cheque with your message at the 
Library or McLaren Community Centre (cheque payable to the Ben Ledi View Community Newspaper SCIO).  There is no charge for letters. Thank you.  

Announcements & Letters

Bill McGinley

On behalf of my family I should like 
to thank everyone who assisted 

and supported us through Bill's recent 
illness and death.

All staff at Bracklinn practice , 
Callander District Nurses, The 
McMillan Carers, Palliative Team and 
Mex. and local Pharmacy.

Ross Anderson and staff, Callander 
Kirk for flowers etc.

They treated a beloved Husband, 
Father and Grandfather with respect, 
dignity and affection.

There are so many people who 
helped: I won't embarrass you by 
naming them but they know who they 
are and so do we, flowers, cards , 
transport, and food!

And " Amazing Grace" my wee pal.
"Callander you are a great wee 

town." Thank you all again.

Norah McGinley and Family

Philip Hamilton

The family of the late Philip 
Hamilton of the Toy Museum in 

Callander would like to thank 
everyone for their messages, cards, 
flowers and support during his recent 
illness and following his passing.

A special thank you for the superb 
care and concern shown by Dr 
Mathewson, Dr Gibson and the staff at 
Leny Practice.

We would also like to thank the staff 
of Farrens and the community nurses 
for their care and kindness during this 
time.

This difficult time was made easier 
by the support and words of kindness 
from the Rev Grosse.

A final thanks to Anderson & Sons 
for their professional services.

Donations to the British Lung 
Organisation so far have raised in 
excess of £600 in Philip’s memory.

Patsy Hamilton

McLaren High STEM trip

Thank you all so much for helping 
me visit America for the STEM trip 

of a lifetime. The trip was one of the 
best experiences of my entire life. I 
learned so much, visited so many 
places, and saw things that I will 
remember for the rest of my life. I 
loved every second of it, from leaving 
Glasgow Airport to returning over a 
week later. I have conquered my fear 
of aeroplanes, and have reduced my 
overall stress. It was a unique 
experience, and one that has greatly 
aided my independence and 
confidence. 

Special thanks to the local Rotary, 
the Scottish Mathematical Council, 
Ladies Circle, McLaren High School, 
Clan McLaren, and the Ben Ledi 
Masonic Lodge, and everyone who 
donated to me individually, gave raffle 
prizes or attended events. The money 
raised allowed a teacher to come on 
the trip to assist me. This allowed me 
to go on the trip, as I would normally 
be unable to stay away from home for 
that long, due to my autism. Thank 
you for making this possible.

Callum Hunter

Park Bench Query

I have a bench next to the river at 
police station, placed in 2007. At the 

time I agreed with the council to 
where the bench would be placed and 
the upkeep of the bench. The bench 
goes every year and half to get 
varnished, however, for some reason 
this year it has been painted 

I just want to know who did this and 
why it was done, when there was no 
need for it to be painted.

Fay  Smith

Main Street Parking
I would like to raise my concerns re-
garding parking within the Main Street 
of Callander. As a local resident I have 
noticed that over the last few months 
some business owners have been 
placing traffic cones outside their 
shop to reserve “their” parking space. 
I have seen shop workers come out 
and move the cones for the business 
owners to park their car. 

There are also issues around 
Ancaster Square where people are 
parking their cars on the double 
yellow lines for most of the day, 
sometimes overnight. I understand 
there are no traffic wardens in the 
town but surely these business 
owners should be like the rest of the 
community and find a legal parking 
space. 

Surely it is illegal to place cones out 
in the road to “keep your space 
free”?? This issue has been going on 
for months and during busy periods in 
the town there certainly shouldn’t be 
cars parked up on pavements and 
double yellow lines, as this will cause 
a hazard to pedestrians within the 
town. 

If you require photos I have taken 
some and will be happy to pass them 
on if this is an issue that you can raise 
in the BLV.

Concerned citizen

At least, Dick wore a mask!.

Recently, my brother and his wife 
stayed here with us in Strathyre. 

On one particular day, the weather 
being glorious, they cycled down to 
Callander. 

On their arrival, it was decided they 
would rest awhile on one of the 
benches in Ancaster Square and as 
befitting on such a beautiful warm 
day, ice cream was called for. It was at 
this point, that the day took rather a 
sour turn, as it must have done for 
many a past visitor to Callander who 
fancied an ice cream. They were 
charged £9.00 for 2 ice creams from a 

Ashlea House
Tricia the manager would like to thank 
the Callander Cubs who came to Ash-
lea Nursing home on Wednesday 11th, 
met the residents and planted bulbs 
in the gardens Gratefully appreciated, 
and we hope to see them all again.

Tricia Aitken
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nearby shop. Needless to say, feeling 
rather taken aback by this extortionate 
amount he queried the price, thinking 
he must have misheard, only to be 
told he hadn’t.

It seems the unsuspecting tourist is 
still fair game to be fleeced. What’s 
slightly worrying however, is how 
much the Callander economy relies 
upon these very people. I know one 
who won’t be coming back. 

Mike Keeney

What's In a Name?,

I am hoping that among your readers 
there will be someone who knows 

what has been happening on the main 
road past The Mollands. For many 
years I have known the farm of 
Balvalachan as I passed it on my way 
in from Edinburgh to visit my parents, 
Nancy and Arthur, who first came to 
Callander in the late 'sixties. The part 
down by the river with that name is 
also well known to anglers.

But now, in conjunction with the 
development of the new cemetery and 
some housing, signs have been 
erected at the roadside indicating 
"Balvalachlan".

I am afraid this looks like an 
inadvertent, basic spelling error and if 
it is allowed to persist, it will confound 
the Gaelic origins of the correct 
anglicized version : Baile a' Bhalachain 
is I believe, the Gaelic original - 
meaning something like 'the young 
lad's farm'. The Gaelic word balachan 
(boy) appears in another place name 
not too far away, in Allt a'Bhalachain, 
a burn that runs down to Loch Long, 
below The Cobbler. It may be that the 
signage is going to be changed to 
rectify the slip; or is there another 
explanation for the change of spelling?

Although Gaelic is not commonly 
heard spoken in Callander today, I am 
not alone in thinking of this as an 
enduring loss. The legacy of those 
who went before is still strong and 
lingers in the names they gave to the 
places we inhabit today. We surely 
owe them a duty of stewardship over 
this heritage, and should do what is 
possible to nurture it. "Ged tha i nis 
aosd', tha i  reachdmhor is treun"!

Peter Fielding

Mollands Drainage !

On 24/07/19 at Mollands Road after 
a heavy downpour of rain in the 

early hours I was greeted with waste 
coming up from the drain at my 
driveway, this consisted of human 
waste as well as sanitary products and 
toilet roll. This waste was all over the 
road and pavement, we were unable 
to use our driveway and cross the 
road at our house because of this. I 
have two young children and find it 
very disturbing that this waste is 
littering our streets. 

I contacted Scottish Water who 
came out the following day and they 
informed me they had to clear the 
drains from as far back as Achray 
Avenue, the result being sanitary 
products had caused the blockage 
which has now been cleared. Surely in 
this day and age people are aware of 
what products should be deposited 
down toilets and drains?

Fiona Paterson

Claire and Sam Croy's 
Wedding

Claire Marshall and Sam Croy are 
keen to let everybody know they 

were recently married at Altskeith 
House on 27th July 2019. We are 
Callander locals along with the 
majority of our guests who went to 
McLaren High School. 

We were delighted to support many 
local businesses including The Wee 
Cake Stop, Pretty Little Flowers, Carina 
Rose Hair and Beauty, Altskeith House 
and Laura Beaumont Couture. We’ve 
attached a couple of pictures and 
thought you could choose which 
would be best.

Below is our romantic little love 
story....

Claire and Sam lived just doors from 
each other in Callander throughout 
their teenage years. They were high 
school friends who reunited and fell in 
love in their late twenties.  

They lived together in New Zealand 
and after 2 years were engaged to be 
married. 

Mrs and Mrs Croy would like to thank 
everyone who made their wedding day 
at Altskeith House, Loch Ard so special. 

The couple are excited about their 
next adventure as a married couple 
and continue their love story.

Claire Marshall

Grass Verges

Iwas very interested to see someone 
had complained in the last edition of 

the BLV about grass verges being 
relentlessly cut.  There is currently a 
national campaign to manage grass 
verges for wildlife. There have been 
several celebrations of verges in the 
last month, including the Guardian's 
photo feature. It's also been great to 
see the potential of road verges and 
the steps that are being taken to 
change the status quo highlighted in 
local press stories from around the UK, 
including Yorkshire and others. Just 
last week, a new research study on 
road verges habitats, their importance 
for pollinators and the impact of 
management regimes was published 
by the University of Exeter. Maybe we 
in Callander ought to look into 
managing our grass verges in a similar 
way.  The road into Callander from the 
south has some particularly wide 
verges which could easily be turned 
into havens of wildflowers.  Should we 
try and persuade our councillors to 
look into this? 

A Nature Lover







                                Alan Neumann

           
                     Joiners & Glaziers

                             
Design & Fit Kitchens/ Made to Measure 

                                         Doors & Windows/ Roofs/ Extensions/ 
                                         Loft Conversions/ Renovations/ New Builds

                From Planning to Completion, All Trades Supplied.
 Free Estimates.

      Telephone  01877 331230 or 07721 085874

ANDREW ROSS ELECTRICAL
 All types of electrical work undertaken tested & guaranteed,

 LED security lighting, LED downlights, rewires, testing & inspection,
  NIC EIC approved contractor, find me on facebook

               07988706814
         email: ange939@gmail.com



Jon  MacIsaac

Gas/Oil/LPG                                  Boiler Replacement
Central Heating                  Boiler Service/Repair
New builds/Extensions    Bathrooms 
Gas Safety Certificates                 Renovations

All Types Of Work Undertaken

07917391738            jonmacisaac1000@aol.com

David Varney a local 
electrical contractor 

providing installations, 
maintenance and testing 

services to domestic, 
commercial and industrial clients.

 

     

Mobile: 07976 218370      Office:  01877 331929
  www.varneyelectrical.co.uk

admin@varneyelectrical.co.uk

Varney Electrical Ltd
Contractors & Engineers

• Commercial & domestic electricians
• Electrical inspecting & testing
• Electrical installations
• Emergency lighting installations
• LED lighting installations
• Landlord safety certificates




